
Sunday Worship Schedule
      8:15 a.m. - Service of the Word (in Slovak)
      9:00 a.m. - Sunday School and Children’s Choir
      9:30 a.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal
    10:15 a.m. - Liturgy of Holy Communion (in English)

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesdays, March 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th

following Lenten Vespers.

Installation of Council Members

Volume 32 March 2010 Issue 3 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 2010

Palm Sunday, March 28th

       8:15 a.m. Liturgy of the Pasie I (in Slovak)
     10:15 a.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion,

Procession with Palms and Dramatic
Reading of the Passion Narrative

Dorcas Society’s “Coffee and...” 
following services.

Maundy Thursday, April 1st

7:00 p.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion,
Absolution, Foot-washing and
Stripping of the Chancel

Good Friday, April 2nd

    10:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Pasie II (in Slovak)
(No Communion at this service.

Please plan to attend Communion on
Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.)

7:00 p.m. Service of Darkness and
Passion Play: Were you There?

Easter Sunday, April 4th

The Resurrection of Our Lord
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast

    10:30 a.m. Festival Liturgy of Holy 
Communion  (No 8:15 a.m. service)

IMAGES AND WORDS OF THE SEASON–THREE DAYS

We use the term three-in-one to describe the Holy Trinity,
but it is also an apt way to speak of the triduum, or the Three Days.
At the center of the church year is our annual celebration of the
paschal mystery of Jesus' death and resurrection. One way of

observing Holy Week is to walk with Jesus through the last days of
his earthly life and to emotionally relive the darkness of Good
Friday and the surprising resurrection of Easter Sunday. Yet the
triduum is closer to the Gospel of John's interpretation, in which
Jesus' death is seen as his glorification and cannot be separated
from his resurrection, ascension, and giving of the Spirit.

Which days are included in the paschal triduum? With a
recent understanding of Holy Week, many would name Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, with Easter Sunday
identified as a separate observance. However, a more ancient
counting would include Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter
Sunday. A Jewish understanding of time begins the day at
sundown. Hence, the triduum begins at sundown on Maundy
Thursday as we enter the Three Days.

As many congregations are recovering the ancient
observance of the Three Days, the designation of Holy Week with
its tendency to historicize "events" in Jesus' last week of earthy life
may need to be reconsidered. The concept of Holy Week often led
to Easter Sunday as the climax, but to observe the Three Days is to
find the heart of the church year in the celebration of the triduum
itself.

The Three Days is our Christian Passover. We are not
trying to recreate first-century Jerusalem; rather, we are
participating in the mysteries at the core of our faith. Distinctions
between past, present, and future disappear. 

-continued on next page. . .

“We are called together by the Holy Spirit around Word and sacraments to glorify God the Father,
creator of all things, through our Lord Jesus Christ. We trust God to nurture lives of faith and hope,

as we serve and give witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the salvation of the world.”

The Churchman
Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

250 Woodside Road, Riverside, IL 60546    708-442-5250

“Together in Worship and Serving in Faith”
Rev. Dennis J. Lauritsen, Pastor

www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org 



Like Jews who observe the Passover in light of their current
context, we mark the Three Days not as a way to go back in time
but to let the spiritual power of death and resurrection be unleashed
for us today. With Christ we "pass over" from darkness to light,
from bondage to freedom, from death to life.

With the preparations of Lent behind us, we enter the Three
Days with great joy and anticipation. A traditional entrance
antiphon for Maundy Thursday invites us to glory in the cross
which is our life, salvation, and resurrection. Because death and
resurrection are intertwined, the Maundy Thursday liturgy begins
with a note of triumph. This moment is our Easter Passover. The
cross is our resurrection. Death is the gate to new life. Surrender is
the path to victory. On Good Friday the cross is acclaimed as the
tree of life that brings healing and salvation to the world. We do
not wait until Easter morning to proclaim the vindication of this
apparent defeat, but we lift  high the cross as the very sign that we
find life in the midst of death.

For these three days we put everything else aside so that we
may attend to the awesome mystery that defines our faith: Christ
has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! In a sense time
stops and we enter eternity. We have waited a year to celebrate
these powerful liturgies, and we savor every moment. We are not
merely commemorating events from the past; we are participating
in the very mystery at the center of our lives. Baptismal dying and
rising with Christ is not only our baptismal vocation, it is our sure
and certain hope.

The words of these days are the scriptures, hymns, and rites
that mark our Christian identity. Yet the images of the liturgies
may speak even more powerfully to our souls and bodies. A basin
of water and the washing of feet are a sign of Jesus' self-offering
and his ultimate sacrifice on the cross, even as the new
commandment calls us to empty ourselves for the sake of others. A
wooden cross carried among the assembly and honored with
adoration is our wordless response to the great mystery before us.
The blazing new fire on an early spring evening stirs in us yet
another invitation to new beginnings. The paschal candle carried
into a dark worship space starkly contrasts darkness with the
radiant light of Christ's resurrection. New Christians bathed in
water and anointed with oil are signs of the body of Christ taking
on flesh and blood in our midst. The first Eucharist of Easter is
none other than our eating and drinking the rich abundance of the
promised land.

When the Three Days is observed with careful planning,
joyful intentionality, and reverent celebration, it becomes the
heartbeat of a parish's life together. The triduum is the center of the
year; Lent flows to it and Easter flows from it. In these holy days
we find both our identity and our mission–remembered in the past,
made present through word and sacrament, and propelling us with
invincible hope into the future.

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

Through Cross Eyes
Annual Pastoral Letter to the Congregation 

at Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Riverside from Dennis J. Lauritsen, pastor

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 24th, 2010

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your work. I give you my feet
to go your way. I give you my eyes to see as you do. I give you my
tongue to speak your words. I give you my mind that you may think
in me. I give you my spirit that you may pray in me. Above all, I
give you my heart that you may love in me . . . I give you my whole
self that you may grow in me, so that it is you, Lord Jesus, who live
and work and pray in me. Amen. (A prayer by Lancelot Andrewes
offered at the Rite of Confirmation for Jacob Andrew Czerak and
Charles Arthur Haase on Reformation Sunday, October 25th, 2009).

My dear brothers and sisters,
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember you,
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of
you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will  bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:2-6).

I come here on this day of our tenth annual meeting
together as pastor and congregation with a heart overflowing with
gratitude to God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ as I
remember with thanksgiving how we have shared “the gospel from
the first day until now.” Among the many salutations that I could
have chosen from the epistles of St. Paul, I can think of no better
one for me to use in my letter to you than that which Paul writes in
his address to the Philippian church, for I believe I share with him
similar feelings of deep affection and radiant joy for you which the
great apostle to the gentiles felt for his brothers and sisters at
Philippi. The source of Paul’s joy over this church in a city that
was home to veterans of the Roman Legion appears to be due to
the “progress and joy in faith” (1:25) about which he has heard
from “his co-worker and fellow soldier,” Epaphroditus. (2:25).

“I  remember with thanksgiving how we have shared the
gospel from the first day until now.” During my first interview
with the Call Committee of Sts. Peter and Paul in October of 2000
I was asked how long I might expect to serve the congregation as
its pastor. I was hesitant to answer, knowing that whatever I said
would come back to haunt me (“But you promised not to stay any
longer than three years!”), so finally I responded with something
like, “Well, that question should really be left up to the Holy Spirit,
but, if God will s it, maybe six to eight years.” With two
predecessor pastors who had served nearly thirty-five years each,
and one in more recent times for twelve years, I thought it best to
be optimistic. Now, someone tells me, when we were recently
discussing retirement, “Pastors at Sts. Peter and Paul don’t retire;
they just die in office!”  I’m not sure whether that’s good news or
bad news for you.

These abundant years of sharing the gospel ministry with
you are a personal blessing well beyond my willingness to
anticipate or ever imagine; and I trust that it is our “progress and
joy in faith,” through the power and help of the Spirit of Jesus



Christ and your prayers, that has sustained us together in our
pilgrimage of faith, a way of life that was simply defined by the
early Christians in the Acts of the Apostles as “the Way” (Acts 9:2;
18:25, 26; 19:9, 23; 21:11; et. al.).

Today, as we look in the rearview mirror for a moment at
“the Way” we have come during this past year, I am confident that
we can “rejoice in the LORD… and give thanks to his holy name!”
(Psalm 97:12). For we see that the Lord of the Church has provided
bountifully for our faith journey together, including the many
occasions to gather around the Lord’s table and the baptismal font
for divine worship; to hear the reading of God’s Word and the
preaching of it; to study and discuss together the sacred texts of
Scripture which tell us of God’s ways with us; to personally
support one another in our daily lives and ministries; to nurture the
faith formation of our children and young people; to enjoy with
each other Christian friendship, refreshment and, what Luther
called, “the mutual consolation of the brothers and sisters”; to
gather the offerings of our congregation for ministries to those near
and far who bear the marks of our Lord’s suffering; to share the
joys as well as the sorrows of individuals which affect all the
members in the body of Christ; and to serve side by side as people
who live our lives for others, even as Jesus was “a man for others”
(Bonhoeffer). “[For]  if one member suffers,” Paul reminds us in his
Corinthian correspondence, “all  suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it” (I Corinthians
12:26). Together as a congregation we have shared so very much
along the way, and  Jane and I consider it a great grace to have
rejoiced together with you and suffered together with you through
so very much. During these years, our family has shared with you
some of the most treasured moments of our lives; among these are
the satisfying joys of raising our children and the tender grief of
burying our parents. Together, God has made a way for us, and for
this we give thanks.

Some of you will  remember earlier this winter when we
sang one of the truly great hymns of the Church, not just once, but
twice during the same worship service: “Through the night of
doubt and sorrow, / onward goes the pilgrim band, / singing songs
of expectation, / marching to the promised land. / Clear before us
through the darkness / gleams and burns the guiding light; / pilgrim
clasps the hand of pilgrim / stepping fearless through the night”
(ELW #327). For people who are struggling to find our way
through sickness and distress, through joblessness and
uncertainties, through old age and adolescence, struggling even to
find our way “through the night of doubt and sorrow,” we have
been given “the Way” in Holy Baptism to walk together with
Christ and the Church. 

With the prophet Isaiah and the psalmist, we remember that
it is the LORD, “who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty
waters” (Isaiah 43:16), “… yet your footprints were unseen”
(Psalm 77:19). When we are trying to find our way, it may seem, at
times, as if God is nowhere to be found; God’s footprints are
unseen. Yet, when we look back, we see that God was with us
every step of the way. “When my spirit is faint,” another psalmist
confesses, “[the LORD] knows my way” (Psalm 142:3).

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells those who hear him,
“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is
easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For
the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there

are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13, 14). When Jesus invites others
to “Follow me,” he is inviting us to follow him to the cross. For “. .
. whoever says, ‘I  abide in him,’ ought to walk just as he walked”
(1 John 2:6). If we are seeking the way to follow, if again on this
day we await a clearer vision of “the Way” to which our Lord is
calling us, both as a congregation with its ministries of Word and
sacrament and service, and also as the Church dispersed in the
world to give witness to our Lord and serve in his name in daily
life, then we need to see the world through “cross eyes.” For when
we see the cross, we will  find “the Way,” we will understand our
mission. “[For]  your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path” (Psalm 119:105).

The literal meaning of the word “mission” is “to be sent.”
So, Jesus will  say to his disciples, “You did not choose me but I
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16).
And later on, “‘As  the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit’”  (John 20:21, 22). In the gospel text for this Third
Sunday after Epiphany, Jesus clearly identifies the mission that we
share with him: “when he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, [and] went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as
was his custom… He opened the book and found the place where it
was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favor” (Luke 4:18, 19). “He has sent me….” The way of the cross
is our mission. And when we see the cross, we will find “the
Way.”

The way of the cross leads to worship. The congregation
has been blessed with a wonderful sanctuary (literally, “a place of
safety”) for prayer. This is a beautiful place where eyes are readily
drawn to the colorful stain-glass, or the arched beams, or the
texture of the limestone, or the soft rays of light filling the rafters.
Yet, what draws my heart most closely to itself is the crucifix, the
one here in the chancel, and the other there in the nave where I
placed it on the north wall a few years ago to remind us of the
presence of the suffering Christ among us. Often when I pray here
in the evenings, I will sit next to it. Gathered to hear the Word and
to receive the sacraments, we see God’s presence revealed in our
lives through cross eyes. In The Small Catechism, in his
explanation of the Third Commandment, Luther writes that “We
are to fear and love God so that we do not neglect His Word and
the preaching of it, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn
it.” If it is true, as we Lutherans teach, that the gospel creates and
sustains the Church, then that gospel, and the preaching and
hearing of it, needs to be the flaming center of our life together as
that which gives direction, meaning and substance to the mission
of the Church. If the Word is leading, everything else will follow
behind, including programs, ministries, organizations, budgets,
offerings, events, etc., all of which are really no more than servants
of the gospel, and there they should remain. “And where is the
Church?” the Lutheran reformers were asked. They wrote, “The
Church is the congregation of saints wherein the Word is taught in
its purity and the sacraments administered rightly” (Augsburg
Confession, Article 7). That’s keeping it simple, isn’t it?

The way of the cross leads to prayer. We are to “ regard [His
Word] as holy and gladly hear and learn it.” We need to be



LENTEN VESPERS, SUPPER
AND STUDY 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT THRU
MARCH 24TH. 

VESPERS (EVENING PRAYER)
IS SUNG AT 7:15, 

PRECEDED BY SUPPER AT 6:30.

“MARKED FOR LIFE:
HEARING THE GOSPEL OF MARK”

IS THE THEME FOR THE BIBLE STUDY
BEGINNING AT 8:00 PM

EACH WEDNESDAY
IN THE FRIENDSHIP ROOM

(2nd LEVEL, OFF GYM)
FOLLOWING VESPERS.

engaged in “gladly learning” the Word by spending time with our
Bibles open, not just collecting dust on the coffee table, but open to
pray with them. I say pray with our Bibles because reading the
Scriptures in unlike reading anything else; you don’t read the Bible
like a textbook or novel. When we read the sacred texts, I like to
think that we are praying them with the generations of believers
who have heard God speak through these pages. Prayer and Bible
reading need to be done together, and in conversation with others
about the meaning of the message for our lives. For those in the
congregation who have participated in Bible study and prayer
groups here and elsewhere, I believe our time together has offered
greater clarity of the mission and purpose for our lives as
individuals and as a congregation. If we did nothing more this year
as a congregation than deepen our prayer life at home and with
each other that would likely prove to be sufficient. As some of you
know, a couple of my primary interests reside in the areas of
biblical studies and contemplative prayer using some of the
practices of eastern mysticism, and I look forward to sharing these
with you and growing with you as together we “pray” the Bible. As
the rule of St. Benedict put it: “Pray and work; work and pray.”
When we find the cross, we will find the way.

The way of the cross leads to others. “For just as the body is
one and has many members,” Paul says to the Corinthians, “and all
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does
not consist of one member but of many” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14).
“A  new commandment I give to you,” Jesus said to his followers,
“that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also
love one another” (John 13:34).

Like its Lord, the Church lives for the sake of others not
itself, always and forever reaching toward the cross implanted in
human hearts. A congregation committed to reaching others in
every facet of its life together, whether it is missions and outreach,
worship and music, service and stewardship, is a congregation
moving with its Lord toward the cross and resurrection. One of the
differences that faith should make in our lives is the desire that
others, especially those without a religious faith, might also share
in and benefit from the salvation God offers the world through
Jesus Christ. So, let us organize our programs and activities, choir
rehearsals and worship services, Bible studies and educational
opportunities, youth organization and social exchanges, not just in
ways that primarily benefit us, but in ways that will reach toward
others so that they, too, have a place as members of the “one
body.” The way of the cross should lead us to think of our
congregation as a people to which we invite friends and relatives,
neighbors and co-workers. Incidentally, no one should ever be left
standing or seated alone, not in the dining hall nor in the sanctuary;
people do not come to church to be alone, so “welcome one
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God” (Romans 15:7). “For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body… and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”

You will  note in my statistical report that the congregation
has been blessed with several new households of members during
the past year. The majority of these individuals and families came
to Sts. Peter and Paul, not because of door-to-door witnessing, not
because of slick publicity methods, not because of signage and
website, but rather, because someone in the congregation was

genuinely interested in others and invited them to “Come and see.”
I have no doubt that the most effective outreach occurs through
relationships you have with others.

“…God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor
to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the
body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together with it”  (1 Corinthians 12:24-26). So,
the way of the cross leads us to teach. Christian formation, nurture
and education of future generations need to be at the forefront of
the mission of the congregation as we reach out to the young and
their families through Sunday school, children’s choirs, preschool,
youth activities, confirmation preparation and other ministries to
families. When we find the cross in others lives, we will find the
way to mission….

…Finally, I hope you know that I recognize the gracious and
generous provision that you have offered at Sts. Peter and Paul for
the Ministry of Word and Sacraments. I know that you have prayed
for your pastor and his family. You have given yourselves in
service as leaders of the Council, committees, organizations, and
so very much more. You have offered a thousand and more acts of
kindness toward us who reside in the parsonage. You have
surrounded us with the warmth of your love and affection. For our
life together throughout these years, I thank you from the depth of
my heart. I am

Your brother in Christ,
Dennis J. Lauritsen, pastor

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your work. I give you my feet
to go your way. I give you my eyes to see as you do. I give you my
tongue to speak your words. I give you my mind that you may think
in me. I give you my spirit that you may pray in me. Above all, I
give you my heart that you may love in me . . . I give you my whole
self that you may grow in me, so that it is you, Lord Jesus, who live
and work and pray in me. Amen.



LENTEN ALMSGIVING TO BENEFIT
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Lenten offerings which will  be received during the Vespers
services on Wednesdays have been designated by the Congregation
Council for Lutheran World Relief (LWR). These offerings are an
opportunity for the congregation to engage in the Lenten discipline
of almsgiving. Envelopes will be available at the entrances to the
sanctuary on Wednesdays or from a pew pocket. 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is a non-governmental organization
founded in 1945 to respond to the needs of communities devastated
by World War II. Since then, it has evolved from a relief agency
shipping material resources to war-torn Europe to an agency that
works with partners worldwide to respond to emergencies, seek
lasting solutions to rural poverty, and work for peace and justice
for all. LWR works to promote equity, strengthen organizational
capacity, and empower communities to have a voice in decisions
that affect their lives, while continually learning to increase our
impact. Headquartered in Baltimore, Maryland, LWR works to
reduce poverty and injustice by helping communities increase and
expand the resources they need to live productive, healthy and
empowered lives.

Dorcas Society News. . .

Dear Members and Friends,

Well, January didn’t start out with a bang for us. Our “holiday
outing” scheduled for January 8th was cancelled due to weather
conditions and we are trying again on Friday, February 26th at
Sawa’s Old Warsaw Restaurant for an “all you can eat” buffet
dinner.

On Palm Sunday, March 28th, the Dorcas ladies will  be hosting the
“Coffee and...” between services and after the 10:15 a.m. service.
Once again, we ask for your help with donations for our table
which could include bakery or finger food items. You know they
are greatly appreciated.

Our next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 30th at
12:00 noon. Come and join us.

Emily Kostelancik
Vice President

We give thanks. . .

Missions and Outreach thanks all members and friends of Sts.
Peter and Paul for attending the “Pizza Party” fundraiser on
January 30th. It was a family fun filled night. A big thank you to
Dennis and Susan Martinek for their generous donation of all the
pizzas, John Broussard for his entertaining musical talents, and the
salad ladies, Anna and Elena. The proceeds from the event totaled
$642.00 and was given to the Juan Cobrda Good Samaritan Fund.
Thanks again for your continued support of all our Missions and
Outreach programs. With heartfelt thanks.

-The Missions and Outreach Committee

Communion Instruction. . .

Instruction for the Sacrament of Holy Communion is being offered
to children of the congregation in the season of Lent during Sunday
school classes. Full participation in the Sacrament will be
celebrated at the conclusion of this period of instruction on Easter
Sunday, April 4th at the festival liturgy. Whether or not your child
is communing already, this time of instruction will be beneficial.
Please speak with Pastor Lauritsen for more information or if you
have questions.

March Happenings

Slovak Athletic Association Meeting
Wednesday, March 10th, 1 p.m.

Ladies’ Altar Guild Meeting
Thursday, March 11th, 12 noon

Church Council Meeting
Thursday, March 11th, 7:30 p.m.

Missions and Outreach Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 16th, 7 p.m.

 Myjavsky Group Meeting
Thursday, March 18th, 12:00 noon

Community Life Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 23rd, 6:30 p.m.

Dorcas Society Meeting
Tuesday, March 30th, 12 noon

Finance Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 30th, 7:15 p.m.

Lenten Vespers, Supper and Study
Wednesdays, March 3rd through March 24th, 6:15 p.m.

 DIVORCECARE OFFERED AT ASCENSION

Ascension Lutheran Church in Riverside is offering a new outreach
ministry which will  meet weekly on Monday evenings from 7:00-
8:30 p.m. through April 19th. The program is called DivorceCare
and is for people who are separated or going through a divorce, and
consists of thirteen individual sessions covering a variety of
meaningful topics. Each session is “self-contained,” so you can
start or stop at any point. If you or any of your friends could
benefit from this program, contact Mary Jean at the Ascension
church office at (708) 447-2600 or Don Forney at (708) 447-8867
for additional information. Also, see the poster on the bulletin
board in the dining hall. DivorceCare is nondenominational—all
are welcome!



                  January, 2010

Weekly Offering Needed for Budget: $5,961.54

                      Weekly              Plate                 Other         
    Date        Attendance        Offering            Receipts*     
        
    1/3                 85  $3,186.00  $ 7,212.45   
    1/10               73   $1,901.00         $ 3,432.00   
    1/17              104  $5,233.00         $ 1,394.00  
    1/24              100  $2,991.00         $      27.50  
    1/31             89  $2,477.00 $    521.00
     
 *Includes memorials, tuition, flowers, etc.

January, 2010 average attendance:    90
January, 2009 average attendance:    75

We receive thanks. . .

January 21, 2010

Greetings to Committee Members and Parishioners:

“The King will reply. ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 
Matthew 25:40

With so much human suffering in our midst, how pleased we are
that you chose to support our homeless animals. Truly, they are
included in the “least of these brothers” as they are totally
dependent upon humans for their care.

Thank you so much for your participation in the Giving Tree
program for Christmas 2009. All of us at the Hinsdale Humane
Society are proud of the efforts of your congregation to help our
homeless animals. Together, you raised $500!

That is something remarkable that can change the lives of the
animals! Because of your generosity we can treat 40 homeless dogs
and 16 homeless cats with necessary diagnostic tests and
vaccinations. This will  keep them healthy until they find their
forever homes. Our pharmaceutical costs continue to rise and this
is where we feel we have the greatest need at this time. We
sincerely appreciate your compassionate giving.

And be on the lookout for our January newsletter, as your giving
tree will be featured on page 2.

Thanks for caring!

Lori Halligan
Executive Director

MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Mar. 2: Deborah Ducay Mar. 13: Pat Gavac
Mar. 3: Jennifer Painter Cynthia Papadatos

Kathryn Painter Mar. 15: John Kozik
Sara Watkiss Mar. 17: Nicholas Trekas

Mar. 4: Karin Kubo Mar. 18: Anita Henley
Mar. 5: Alison Jones Dolores Krc
Mar. 6: Heather Greer Mar. 19: James Boyanchek

Rachel Michaels Carrie Watkiss
Martin Skaritka Mar. 22: Isaac Lauritsen

Mar. 7: Ruth Hurbanis Mar. 23: Vicki Michaels
Jeffrey Triska Mar. 24: Anita Horak

Mar. 10: Jocelyn Drahos Mar. 29: Hailey Greer
Nancy Mathis Mar. 30: Alicia Waldman

Mar. 11: Christopher Painter

No Wedding Anniversaries in March

March Scripture Readings

1. Romans 4:1-12 - A fine example
2. Numbers 14:10b-24 - Slow to anger
3. Luke 13:22-31 - Entering God’s family
4. Isaiah 55:1-9 - Quenching our thirst
5. Psalm 63:1-8 - Refuge in shadows
6. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 - Standing on a rock
7. Luke 13:1-9 - Third Sunday in Lent
8. Romans 2:1-11 - Strays
9. Romans 2:12-16 - Guilty conscience
10. Luke 13:18-21 - Seeds of faith
11. Joshua 5:9-12 - God’s faithfulness
12. Psalm 32 - Prayer requests
13. 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 - Easter every day
14. Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
15. Revelation 19:1-8 - God is in control
16. Revelation 19:9-10 - You are cordially invited
17. Isaiah 43:16-21 - To remember or not?
18. Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a - Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
19. Psalm 126 - Past future
20. Philippians 3:4b-14 - Losing to win
21. John 12:4-8 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
22. Exodus 40:1-15 - Wet priests
23. Habakkuk 3:2-15 - Come out with strength
24. Isaiah 50:4-9a - Hope for the hopeless
25. Luke 1:26-38 - Annunciation of Our Lord
26. Psalm 31:9-16 - Faithful time
27. Philippians 2:5-11 - Achieving imitation
28. Luke 22:14-23:56 - Passion/Palm Sunday
29. Isaiah 42:1-9 - Tireless for justice
30. Isaiah 49:1-7 - Longtime calling
31. Isaiah 44:1-8 - God, our Rock



Articles for the April, 2010 congregational
newsletter are due Sunday, February 28th.

Thank you for being prompt!

Altar Flowers

Jan. 24th: In loving memory of beloved mother, grandmother,
sister and aunt, +LaVergne Hanzel+ on the first
anniversary of her death by remembering children
Karen and Carl Cox, Wayne, Kevin and David
Hanzel and their families, loving sister Audrey Bucz
and her family, and niece Adrienne Gana.

Feb. 14th: For the faithful Christian witness of +Marie Elizabeth
Lauritsen+ on the anniversary of her birth on
February 12th by loving son Dennis and the Lauritsen
families.

In loving memory of +Martin Selecky+ on the
anniversary of his death, his parent +Mary+ and
+Martin Selecky, Sr.+, and sister +Anna Dzurja+.

Easter Lilies...
Easter lilies will  be available for $14.00 each for those who wish to
place a lily  in the chancel for the upcoming Easter celebrations. To
order, please sign up on the sheet posted in the dining hall or call
the church office. Deadline for ordering is March 26th. Please make
your checks payable to Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church.

Directory changes. . .

Please make the following changes and additions to your copy of
the congregational directory:

Sheryl Hallmann
630-452-7143

Matthew and Leslie Byrne with their children Jessica,
Donovan and Nathan

3924 S. Wisconsin Avenue
Stickney, IL 60402
708-484-5058

Robert Kany
P. O. Box 5704
Naperville, IL 60564-5704

The Kowalewicz Family
13108 Kinsale Ct.
Lemont, IL 60439
630-243-0038

Joanne Gunderson
632 W Osceola Street
Clermont, FL 34711

The Arthur Family
4459 Kenilworth Avenue
Berwyn, IL 60402

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS

FOR THE CHURCH
The Mendel and Sherwood Families, in celebration of husband,

father and grandfather Emil Mendel’s 80th Birthday.
Wayne Rauschenberg, in memory of Allen Rauschenberg.
Dennis and Jane Lauritsen and Family, in memory of mother

and grandmother, Marie E. Lauritsen on the anniversary
of her birth.

George and Susan Waldman, in celebration of their 58th Wedding
Anniversary.

Wally Kessler, in memory of Jack Neal.
Wally Kessler, in memory of Alfred Tuider.
Wally Kessler, in memory of Arline Oklepek.
Wally Kessler, in memory of John Kmet.
Wally Kessler, in memory of Paul and Katherine Predny.
Wally Kessler, in memory of wife Mildred Kessler.
Wally Kessler, in memory of Dale and Catherine Kessler.
Adrienne Gana, in loving memory of beloved father Eugene Gana

on the anniversary of his death.
National Slovak Society Assembly 65
Mildred Riban, in memory of John Kmet.
Martin Skaritka, in celebration of his 85th Birthday.
Emil and Mildred Mendel, in memory of Jim Stack.
Jolana Babiar, in memory of dear son-in-law Joseph Borysek.
Edward and Joanne Sefara, in memory of uncle Steve Dinzik.
Bill and Audrey Ducay, Ann and Kevin Rosenberg, and Sharon,

Kurt and Jen Werner, in memory of Ruth Hassellof.

IN MEMORY OF MARY MAYTAN
Elaine Trousdell
Julia McKinney
Kenneth B. Trousdell, Jr.
Emily Goettelman                                
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Moravek
Ray Bittner
Mr. and Mrs. Willie Paces
Frances Geyer
Anna Jurik
Mr. and Mrs. Felipe Hernandez
Club Myjava
Ellen Fralenberg
Sandra Michael
Anne Gavac
           
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
Sue Skudrna, in memory of dear friend’s husband, Charles

Bradshaw.
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Lenten Devotional...

Reading IV: C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

I think our business as laymen is to take what we are given and
make the best of it. And I think we should find that a great deal
easier if what we were given was always and everywhere the same.

To judge from their practice, very few Anglican clergymen take
this view. It looks as if they believed people can be lured to go to
church by incessant brightenings, lightenings, lengthenings,
abridgements, simplifications, and complications of the service.
And it is probably true that a new, keen vicar will usually be able
to form within his parish a minority who are in favour of his
innovations. The majority, I believe, never are. Those who remainS
many give up churchgoing altogetherSmerely endure.

Is this simply because the majority are hide-bound? I think not.
They have a good reason for their conservatism. Novelty simply as
such, can have only an entertainment value. And they don’t go to
church to be entertained. They go to use the service, or, if you
prefer, to enact it. Every service is a structure of acts and words
through which we receive a sacrament, or repent, or supplicate, or
adore. And it enables us to do these things bestSif you like, it
“works” bestSwhen, through long familiarity, we don’t have to
think about it. 

As long as you notice, and have to count the steps, you are not yet
dancing but only learning to dance. A good shoe is a shoe you
don’t notice.... The perfect church service would be one we were
almost unaware of; our attention would have been on God.

But every novelty prevents this. It fixes our attention on the service
itself; and thinking about worship is a different thing from
worshiping. The important question about the Grail was “for what
does it serve?” “Tis mad idolatry that makes the service greater
than the God.”

A still worse thing may happen. Novelty may fix our attention not
even on the service but on the celebrant. You know what I mean.
Try as one may to exclude it, the questions “What on earth is he up
to now?” will  intrude. It lays one’s devotion waste. There is really
some excuse for the man who said, “I wish they’d remember that
the charge to Peter was Feed my sheep; not Try experiments on my
rats, or even, Teach my performing dogs new tricks.”

Thus my whole liturgiological position really boils down to an
entreaty for permanence and uniformity. I can make do with almost
any kind of service whatever, if only it will stay put. But if each
form is snatched away just when I am beginning to feel at home in
it, then I can never make any progress in the art of worship.

Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead on
Saturday evening, March 13th.  Daylight
savings time begins on Sunday, March 14th.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
250 Woodside Road
Riverside, IL 60546
                   Postage Guaranteed

DATED MATERIAL

Registration for our “Fun Through Learning” Summer
Camp and Fall 2010 Preschool Program has begun.
Brochures with our summer schedule for camp and
various morning and afternoon programs for preschool
are available in the revolving stand in the dining hall.
For additional information, an application, or to make
an appointment to see our facility, contact Karen in the
office or speak with Donna Tuider, Preschool Director.


