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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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TO OUR GUESTS . . . 

Greetings and welcome in the name of the Risen Lord Jesus. We trust that the
Holy Spirit has called you to Sts. Peter and Paul Church and pray that your
worship experience today will be meaningful for you and strengthen you in faith.
Please sign the guest register at the entrance to the sanctuary or fill out a
“Welcome” card from a pew pocket. Please indicate whether or not you would
like to be placed on our mailing list as well as your desire for a visit by the
pastor or a member of the congregation.

A Prayer Card has been placed in this worship folder (under the front cover) for
you to enter prayers of thanksgiving as well as intercessions and petitions. These
prayers will be added to the Prayer of the Church in the Sunday liturgies and
included in the bulletin during the coming weeks.

Parents and children are welcome to make use of the nursery located up
the stairs at the main entrance to the church.

Restrooms are located in the ushers room off the entryway and on the lower level.
Please ask an usher for directions.

Interested in membership? We would be delighted to have you join our
community of faith in worship and ministry. Pick up a “Welcome” folder from
the pastor or an usher.

Silence: In addition to words, music and gestures, our liturgy includes several
periods of silence. In our noise-filled world, we listen for the Word in the silence
of our hearts. Before the liturgy begins the sound of the chimes calls us to a time
of worship, reflection and centering. As you enter the sanctuary and greet other
parishioners, please respect those already seated who either are prayerfully
preparing for worship or quietly enjoying the Prelude.

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion.
Adults or children not communing may come forward for a blessing. 

Please join us for coffee and conversation after worship in the dining hall on the
lower level. 

How to use this worship folder: Hymns for the service are in the back two-thirds
of Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red book). In this bulletin: *–those who are able
may stand; all bold parts are for the participation of all.



THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
March 13th, 2011  10:15 a.m.

Today's gospel tells of Jesus' temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes
the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on
the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter. Hungry for God's mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the
days ahead.

Please silence all cell phones and pagers
before the liturgy begins.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FIVE, PAGES 156-164

GATHERING

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE AND WELCOME         Sonata Telemann

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy
Spirit that we may attend to your Word, confess our sins, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and
our Redeemer.  Amen 



We are witnesses to all that Jesus did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree. But God raised him on the third day and
made him to appear. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name. (Acts 10:39-
40,43) 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Almighty God, merciful Father: 

I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities
with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve your
punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for
your boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son,
Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive
my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and
bring me to life everlasting. Amen 

Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us
power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness into
the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

 
*GATHERING HYMN        Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW 326

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*KYRIE



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us
with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise
us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the Creator,
creation, and one another. The serpent's promise to the first couple that their eyes
would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 32

Prayed responsively by leader and congregation.

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!

Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD."
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you
in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.



You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

"I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."

Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING Romans 5:12-19
Through Adam's disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death,
from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ's obedient death, God graciously
showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 177



*GOSPEL Matthew 4:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the
Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Refusing to be “Like God”

*HYMN OF THE DAY               Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW 808

FIRST TEACHING FROM THE SMALL CATECHISM OF MARTIN LUTHER

In ancient and modern times, Lent has been the time for instruction of candidates
preparing for their baptism at the Easter Vigil. At the same time, the whole Church
anticipates Easter through acts of repentance and spiritual renewal. It is therefore
appropriate that we review the basics of our faith during these Sundays in Lent, so
that we all might be renewed by our baptismal covenants and made ready for the
celebration of Easter. 

The First Article of the Apostles' Creed concerns Creation. What does it mean? 

I believe that God has created me and all that exists. He has given me and still
preserves my body and soul with all their powers. He provides me with food
and clothing, home and family, daily work, and all I need from day to day. God
also protects me in time of danger and guards me from every evil. All this he
does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, though I do not deserve it.
Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most
certainly true. 



 The Second Article of the Creed concerns Redemption. What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ—true God, Son of the Father from eternity, and true
man, born of the Virgin Mary—is my Lord. At great cost he has saved and
redeemed me, a lost and condemned person. He has freed me from sin, death,
and the power of the devil—not with silver or gold, but with his holy and
precious blood and his innocent suffering and death. All this he has done that
I may be his own, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead and
lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true. 

The Third Article of the Creed concerns Sanctification. What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the
Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept me in true faith.
In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it united with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In
this Christian church day after day he fully forgives my sins and the sins of all
believers. On the last day he will raise me and all the dead and give me and all
believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we return to the waters of baptism during this season of Lent, let us pray for
the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Let us pray for the one, holy, catholic church; for all preparing for baptism; for
all hungering for grace. Give us your Word of Life, for we cannot live on bread
alone. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the earth and all the fruits of your creation; for rain forests and
deserts; for polar ice caps and wetlands; for wilderness lands and wild animals.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.



Let us pray for the nations, plagued by war and famine; for those who govern
and those who work for justice; for the most vulnerable, especially children.
God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those in need of angels to wait on them; for the sick and those
in prison (especially); for the homeless and destitute; for all for whom we
forget to pray. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Let us pray for this assembly; for those who make music in our worship and
those who serve on the altar guild; for church school teachers and those who
care for our grounds. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be added here.

Let us give thanks for the faithful witnesses who have gone before us, that
together with them, we might seek to serve you alone. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, God of abundant grace, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Kyrie Ellingboe



*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious Father,
by these offerings we confess that you alone are God. Receive them as our
prayer for your vision of this world that we may take our proper place
among your creatures. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
                 

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare
with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may
come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn: 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those
who are called to his supper. 

We do not presume to come to your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not
worthy to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and so to
drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen



COMMUNION HYMNS 

   

  I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW 325

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Lord Jesus,
we were weary amid many temptations, but you have refreshed us with
yourself. Teach us to prefer the heavenly food that you have supplied for
strength to follow where your Spirit leads. You are the Lord forevermore.
Amen.



SENDING

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN         The Glory of These Forty Days ELW 320

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
 Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Sonata Beethoven

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26900.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER  Dennis J. Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Tom Michaels
PARISH MUSICIAN David Richards
LECTORS John and Shirley Kostelny
COMMUNION MINISTER Martin Pennino
GREETERS Jan and Janice Hapgood
ACOLYTES Nina Ritacco and Sara Watkiss
USHERS Wally Kessler and Ann Pennino
NURSERY ATTENDANT Sarah Michaels
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Joan Triska



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS – 9:00 A.M. –  4:00 P.M.,  M-F.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

THIS WEEK AT STS. PETER AND PAUL . . . 
 
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, MARCH 13

8:15 AM Service of the Word (in Slovak)
9:00 AM Sunday School, Children’s Choir, Confirmation, Drama Group
9:30 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal

      10:15 AM Liturgy of Holy Communion (in English)

MONDAY, MARCH 14
6:30 PM “Legends of the Game” Volleyball until 9:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15
7:00 PM Missions and Outreach Committee Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
       1:00 PM Slovak Athletic Association Meeting until 3 p.m. 

6:30 PM Co-Dependents Anonymous
6:30 PM Lenten Soup Supper
7:15 PM Lenten Vespers
7:45 PM Bible Study: “Job and the Life of Faith: Wisdom for Today’s World.”

Choir rehearsal.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17
      12:00 Noon Myjavsky Group Meeting

7:30 PM Church Council Meeting

FRIDAY, MARCH 18
7:00 PM Recovering Couples Anonymous

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
7:00 PM Lutheran Choir of Chicago Concert 
7:00 PM AA Group



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER . . . 

Recovering from surgery: Elaine Haase at home.
Receiving hospice care: Betty Yurik at The Chateau, Willowbrook
Undergoing treatment: John McShane, Sr.

Dale Renville (son-in-law of Bev and Steve Podzamsky), Leza Bernard (friend of
Janet and John Broussard), Doris Ivaska (sister-in-law to Al and Luddy Kovalsky),
Paul Matlas (dear friend of Ken and Shirley Wood), Dane and Beverly Bartlett
(aunt and uncle to Ann Head), Elsie Pennino (mother of Martin), John Sasuta
(brother of Nick).

If you would like to order flowers for the Lord’s Table, please call the church office.
Flowers cost $18.00 per vase; please make checks payable to Sts. Peter and Paul
Lutheran Church. The cut-off day for ordering flowers is Tuesday.

It is time again for BEDS Plus for 2011. There will be a basket marked “BEDS” on
the counter by the coffee and bakery on Sundays for monetary donations. The
number of people utilizing the BEDS program is increasing and any amount of a
donation is greatly appreciated. If you would prefer to make a food donation,
please contact Millie Mendel or Ann Kmet.

The Missions and Outreach Committee thanks everyone who attended the Pizza
Night fund-raiser last Saturday evening. It was a family, fun-filled night. A big
thank you to Dennis and Susan Martinek for their generous offering of time and
effort preparing the pizzas; John Broussard for his entertaining musical talents; and
Diane Knight and her friend for the line dancing lessons. The proceeds from the
event totaled $608.80 which will benefit the ministries of the congregation. Thanks
again for your continued support. With heartfelt thanks.

—The Mission and Outreach Committee

Congratulations to Ken and Shirley Wood on the birth of their great-
granddaughter Madeline Rose Laboda born on February 26th. We rejoice with the
Wood and Laboda families for this gift of new life and offer our thanks and praise
to God, the Author and Giver of all life.



Instruction for the Sacrament of Holy Communion is being offered to children
of the congregation during “Pastor’s Time” at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings during
the educational hour now through March 27th. Full participation in the Sacrament
will be celebrated at the conclusion of this period of instruction, and following
conversation with the children’s parents, on Easter Sunday, April 24th at the
festival liturgy. Whether or not your child is communing already, this time of
instruction and preparation will be beneficial. Who should be admitted to the Lord’s
Supper and when? . . . The standard should be the same for children and adults:
those who grasp the promise of Christ’s proffered body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins.

Registration for our “Fun through Learning” Summer Camp and Fall 2011
Preschool Program has begun. Brochures with our summer schedule for camp and
various morning and afternoon programs for preschool are available in the revolving
stand in the dining hall. For additional information, an application, or to make an
appointment to see our facility, contact Karen in the office or speak with Donna
Tuider, Preschool Director/Teacher.

Easter lilies are available for $15.00 per plant for those who wish to place a lily in
the chancel for the upcoming Easter celebrations. To place an order please sign up
on the sheet posted in the dining hall (lower level) or call the church office.
Deadline for ordering is Friday, April 15th. Please make your checks payable to
Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church.

On Friday, March 25th please join the Riverside Township Radio Players when
they present Mr. and Mrs. Blandings in “The Anniversary” and the “Prodigal
Daughter Caper” from the Adventures of Sam Spade. The performance begins at
7:30 p.m. at the Riverside Township Hall Auditorium, 27 Riverside Road in
Riverside. Admission is free. For more information, please contact Ellie Babka,
Director at (708) 442-8810.

For more information, news, photos and sermons,
visit us on the web at:

www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org. 



Lenten Vespers, Supper and Study 
every Wednesday in Lent, 

beginning March 16th thru April 13th. 
Vespers (Evening Prayer) is Sung at 7:15, 

preceded by Supper at 6:30.

Then join us for a study and discussion of
“Job and the Life of Faith:

Wisdom for Today’s World.”

Beginning at 8:00 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Friendship Room (2nd level, off gym)

Lenten offerings which will be received during the Vespers services on Wednesday
have been designated for Lutheran World Relief (LWR). These offerings are an
opportunity for the congregation to engage in the Lenten discipline of almsgiving.
Envelopes will be available at the entrances to the sanctuary on Wednesdays or from
a pew pocket.

The Finance Committee is looking for two volunteers to serve on the committee.
If interested, please speak with John Kostelny. Thank you.



Appalachian Service Project 2011
June 11th through June 18th

Sts. Peter and Paul and Ascension Lutheran Churches

13 years of age or going into high school.
No building construction experience is necessary.

Friends are welcome to join you.

If interested in participating,
please speak to Sheryl Hallmann or Carol Melnyk.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering Recap
February 27th, 2011

      Budgeted Offering:$3,219.00         Offering Received: $2,008.50
March 6th, 2011

     Budgeted Offering:$3,219.00         Offering Received: $3,429.50

COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Thursday, March 17, 2011
Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461

A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery
in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry.
Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there.

Saturday, March 19
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that
he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God
and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult.





Ladies’ Altar Guild
90th Anniversary Dinner

Sunday, April 3rd, 2011

following the

10:15 a.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion

Dinner: 12:00 noon
with entertainment by Peter Herz, violinist,

Jane Lauritsen, soprano, accompanied by David Richards, pianist.

Tickets:
Adult: $15.00

Tickets must be purchased on or before
Sunday, March 27th and are available

from members of the Ladies’ Altar Guild

All proceeds from the dinner will benefit
Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church
with matching funds provided by the

National Slovak Society




