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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 20th, 2020  10:15 a.m.

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel
tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by
Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to
say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed
still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what
God is up to and say,“Count us in.” 

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. Silence is observed for
reflection and self-examination.

Faithful God, we confess that we have been unfaithful to you. Like dry leaves and
withered grass, our lives are blown about by our sins and the powers of evil around
us. Restore us, O God; let the light of your face shine on us, and we shall be saved.
Amen.

God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. In the name
of + Jesus Christ, I bring you this good news: You are free from all that imprisons
you; your sins are forgiven; God heals your broken hearts. Live in peace and
harmony as you wait for the day of God. Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN   Savior of the Nations, Come
(Sung by leader.)

1 Savior of the nations, come;
virgin's son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth:
God has chosen such a birth.

2 Not by human flesh and blood,
but the mystic Breath of God,
was the Word of God made flesh,
fruit of woman, blossom fresh.

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—
from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary's son,
eager now his race to run!

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds,
back to God his pathway leads;
out to vanquish death's command,
back to reign at God's right hand.

5 Now your manger, shining bright,
hallows night with newborn light.
Night cannot this light subdue;
let our faith shine ever new.

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin's son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace be with you all. 
And also with you.



*LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE

Holy are you, God of steadfast love and faithfulness; you promised to make a
covenant with your chosen ones, to establish the throne of your servant David
forever. As we light these candles, open our hearts to the mystery of the
incarnation revealed to your servant Mary and plant your Word in us that it
may grow and prosper. Show us your favor, O Rock of our salvation. 
Reveal your love to us, and strength us for service in your name. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Jesus Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy
and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s
house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the
throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued
to hope for a king, the Messiah, God’s anointed.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING      Romans 16:25-27

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all
humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of
faith among all nations.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke...
Glory to you, O Lord.

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary
people from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to
common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in
this gospel.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our
neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their people.
Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to our
community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless
and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us.
Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the
leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all
people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away
empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the
work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to
provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in
need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence, especially…
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears,
especially… who planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served
you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of women and men in our own time.
Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for
all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the
world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.



 All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION Annunciation Gounod

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.



*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN Joy to the World
(Sung by leader.)

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.



4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552
Sunday, December 20th 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but around age
twenty-four she and several other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin
Luther left the convent. Six children were born to Katie and Martin.

Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
Saturday, December 26th 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven upon
whom the apostles laid hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and others in
need. Later, Stephen's preaching angered the temple authorities, and they ordered him
to be put to death by stoning.



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Brandon Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Brandon Michaels
LECTOR Joanne Sefara
GREETERS Carole Pollitz and Carl Busch
USHER Edward Sefara
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Jane Lauritsen and Fred Kuzel

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation:

Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Shirley Kostelny, Luddy Kovalsky, Robert
Melnyk, Dot Myers, Steve Podzamsky, Mary Sasuta, Bob Skudrna and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation:

Kelly Alvey, Paul Bakke, Wally Bisping, Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison,
Denise Fricano, Sharon Hicks, Bill Holmes, Jacob Kavicky, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James
Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin,
Michele Mason, Donald Neal, Danny Orozco, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise,
John Racek, Dr. Craig Reckard, Dale Renville, Sandy Rossella, Kyle Schardt, Ben
Smith, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Jim Sward, Harvey Swenson, Jacob Swenson, Gertrude
Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel, Kyle Schardt and Taz
Zajac.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
December 13th, 2020

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $4,600.00
Surplus:     $2,003.00


