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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 13th, 2020  10:15 a.m.

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that
we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words
of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism
to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
 

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE Concerto J. S. Bach

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon
us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse
us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our
refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to
us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and
for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins. Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN You Are Holy
(Sung by leader.)

You are holy, you are whole.
You are always ever more 
than we ever understand.
You are always at hand.
Blessed are you coming near.
Blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread,
raised from soil, raised from dead.
You are holy, 
you are wholeness, 
you are present.
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!
Sing hosanna in the highest!  
Sing hosanna! 
Sing hosanna to our God!

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America, South
America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.

*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that
we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this
as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING  Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps
us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do
not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for
all of us and will judge each of us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew…
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need. A brief silence is observed.

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the
world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and
Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries
of education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have
compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and
destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle
our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with
patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who
are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who
are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine,
poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues
when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the
tongues that taught us to praise you, especially… Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends
of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.



*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION Pie Jesu Lloyd Webber

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN As the Grains of Wheat
(Sung by leader.)

Refrain
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread; 
so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you.

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain 

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Waltz Brahms



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Vicki Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR Beverly Tarbox
GREETERS Philip and Linda Painter
USHER John Kostelny
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Edward and Joanne Sefara

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
September 6th, 2020

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $1,606.00
Shortage:     $   991.00



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407
Sunday, September 13th 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the
empress.

Holy Cross Day
Monday, September 14th 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may
be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the
dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258
Wednesday, September 16th 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted
on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical
care during a severe epidemic.

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179
Thursday, September 17th 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved
kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology,
and natural history. She was also a musician and artist.

Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961
Friday, September 18th 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the
United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in
present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his
Christian faith.


