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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
November 15th, 2020  10:15 a.m.

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the
coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like
a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the
talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common
good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word,
water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.
 

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

and PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. Silence is observed for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN       Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
(Sung by leader.)

1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand
amid the heav'nly throng;
and sing with hosts from ev'ry land
the new celestial song,
the new celestial song.

2 Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come
and show himself as Lord,
and thousands meet in their new home
which Jesus has prepared,
which Jesus has prepared.

3 Oh, what a mighty rushing flood
of joy and love and peace
will roll down over us with good
and blessedness and grace,
and blessedness and grace.

4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything;
your love has made us free
to stand among the saints and sing
the glory that we see,
the glory that we see.

Text: Wilhelm A. Wexels, 1797-1866; tr. composite
Text st. 1 © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Text sts. 2-4 ©
1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace be with you all. 
And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice
and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of
the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New
Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Matthew 25:14-30

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew...
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely
to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the
gifts that God has provided them.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence is observed.

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of
your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and
refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the
beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where
exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders
cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light, especially… Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the
margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives
of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from
their labors, especially…  Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come
may also know your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and
ever. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends
of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.



*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling, and
strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and
rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN Renew Me, O Eternal Light
(Sung by leader.)

1 Renew me, O eternal Light,
and let my heart and soul be bright,
illumined with the light of grace
that issues from your holy face.

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me
and cleanse all my impurity,
that I may have the strength and will
temptations of the flesh to still.

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord,
that gladly I obey your word.
Let what you will be my desire,
and with new life my soul inspire.

4 Grant that I only you may love
and seek those things which are above,
till I behold you face to face,
O Light eternal, through your grace.

Text: Johann F. Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
LECTOR Carrie Watkiss
GREETERS Paul and Carrie Watkiss
USHER Walter Cudecki
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Fred Kuzel and Jane Lauritsen
VIDEOGRAPHER Paul Watkiss

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation:

Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Shirley Kostelny, Luddy Kovalsky, Robert
Melnyk, Dot Myers, Steve Podzamsky, Mary Sasuta, Bob Skudrna and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation:

Kelly Alvey, Paul Bakke, Wally Bisping, Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison,
Fernando Freire, Denise Fricano, Jacob Kavicky, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle,
Daryle Lauritsen, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason, Donald Neal,
Danny Orozco, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig
Reckard, Dale Renville, Sandy Rossella, Kyle Schardt, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Jim Sward,
Harvey Swenson, Jacob Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson,
Mark Van Scharrel and Taz Zajac.



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, died 1231
Tuesday, November 17th 
Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the Landgrave of Thuringia, and
at age four was taken to be raised with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten years later they
were married. She was very generous to the poor, and after her husband's death she
lived in cruel hardship until her own death at age twenty-four.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
November 8th, 2020

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00


