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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 29th, 2021  10:15 a.m.

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the
essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but
from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth
by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font
return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive
to your word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is
observed for confession and self-examination.

Gracious and merciful God, in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our + Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN    Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
(Sung by leader)

      
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now;

our hearts in true devotion bow.
Your Spirit send with light divine,
and let your truth within us shine.

2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise
in endless hymns through all our days;
increase our faith and light our minds;
and set us free from doubt that blinds.

3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry,
"O holy, holy Lord Most High!"
And in the light of that blest place
we then shall see you face to face.

4 All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise throughout eternity!

Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598-1662; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

*GREETING

Spoken responsively by the leader and congregation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures.
Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all
evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out
the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor
subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their
children’s children.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 15
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
    Who may dwell on your holy hill?

Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
    and speak the truth from their heart;
who do not slander with their tongue,
    and do no evil to their friends,
    nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;
in whose eyes the wicked are despised,
    but who honor those who fear the Lord;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
who do not lend money at interest,
    and do not take a bribe against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be moved.

SECOND READING   James 1:17-27
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in
godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what
they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark… Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s Gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people
determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices
cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. A brief silence is observed.

We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill
it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive and generous
welcome. Lord, your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and
resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and ensure
a sustainable future for generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning
leaders in federal, state, and local governments and guide them to seek the benefit
of every person. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, especially… Support and encourage those who are
unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes,
and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year.
Empower teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and
development. Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide
encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.



We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our
heart, especially… Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that we
will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us
with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Prayed by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION Feierliche Sinfonie Bruckner

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen



*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and
evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN    For the Beauty of the Earth
(Please kindly wear a face mask when singing.)

1 For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain



4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain

5 For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.

*DISMISSAL

Spoken responsively by the congregation.

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Knightsbridge Coates

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Brandon Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Brandon Michaels
LECTOR Fred Kuzel
GREETER Ann Kmet
USHER Fred Kuzel
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Ruth Bakalich



PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Anita
Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Dot Myers, George Pagurko, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Wally Bisping, Marge Boike,
Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bob Hicks, Bill Holmes,
Marjorie Hudnall, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen,
Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Celia Martinez, Michele Mason,
Donald Neal, Patricia Pfeiffer, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek,
Dr. Craig Reckard, Sue Renville, Sandy Rossella, Elaine Sorich, Peter Spilotro, Rev.
Dave Stefanson, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson,
Tom Thoreson, Mark Van Scharrel, and Carol and Taz Zajac.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in loving memory of beloved parents,
grandparents, and great-grandparents +John+ and +Zuzanna Kubecka+ by remember-
ing son Paul and daughter Ann Borsuk and her family.

Our prayers and condolences are extended to the family of +Steve Podzamsky+,
especially his wife, Beverly, daughters, Sue, Audrey and Diane and their families, who
passed from this life on August 19th and was buried from the church this past Monday. 
We share the grief of Steve’s family but find solace and hope in the cross and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
August 22nd, 2021

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2021: $2,500.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $3,125.00
Surplus:     $   625.00



IT’S BACK! 

RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE

Saturday, October 16th, 2021
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

(Rummage half-price between noon and 1 p.m.)

Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church
31st Street and Desplaines Avenue in Riverside

Home Baked Goods and Homemade Salsa,
Rummage Tables, Used Toys and Books,

Holiday Decorations

No food will be served.
Masks must be worn by all those in attendance.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATION

Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church, died 1872
Thursday, September 2nd 
Grundtvig was, with Søren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish theologians of the
nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the prevalent idea that Christianity was more
a philosophy than divine revelation. He wrote over a thousand hymns.

Contributions of homemade bakery items would be greatly appreciated.
Please drop off your baked goods on Friday, October 15th between 1 and 3 p.m. 


