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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 12th, 2021  10:15 a.m.

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week
we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling
block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the
scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only
on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

HOLY COMMUNION
WITH THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND *ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. Look
upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw
us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to
us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and
for his sake, God + forgives us all your sins. Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN       All Creatures, Worship God Most High!   
      (Please kindly wear a face mask when singing.)

All creatures, worship God most high!
Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;
sing, sister moon and stars of night:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain
you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Dear sister water, useful, clear,
make music for your Lord to hear:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong,
drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Dear mother earth, so rich in care,
praise God in colors bright and rare:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

All who for love of God forgive,
all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears;
still make your song amid the tears:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,
fair is the night that leads us home.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite. Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.



*GREETING

Spoken responsively by the leader and congregation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation,
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the
gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated
with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God’s steadfast love.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 16:1-9
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

I love the Lord, because he has heard
    my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
    therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
    the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
    I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the Lord:
    “O Lord, I pray, save my life!”



Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
    our God is merciful.
The Lord protects the simple;
    when I was brought low, he saved me.
Return, O my soul, to your rest,
    for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

For you have delivered my soul from death,
    my eyes from tears,
    my feet from stumbling.
I walk before the Lord
    in the land of the living.

SECOND READING   James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak
to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and
how we say it are to reflect our faith.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING Mark 8:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark… Glory to you, O Lord.

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s Gospel. Peter is the first human being in
the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the
Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by
connecting discipleship and the cross.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY             On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry
This hymn was sung at the baptism of Lily’s mother Emily.

(Please kindly wear a face mask when singing.)

1 On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.

5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION AND *PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

BAPTISM

*WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. A brief silence is observed.

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and
word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is
experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to
lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. Restore
forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who
are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex needs of
others. Provide care and compassion as they face trauma themselves. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the
oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go
unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. We pray for
the sick, especially… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that
in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep
our disagreements civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.



Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and in silence.

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give
you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace, especially… Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and
manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them
with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Prayed by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION Amazing Grace

Lift High the Cross

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and
evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness
(Please kindly wear a face mask when singing.)

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.



*DISMISSAL

Spoken responsively by the congregation.

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Carrie Watkiss
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
LECTOR George Valek
GREETER No greeters scheduled.
USHER Fred Kuzel
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Edward and Joanne Sefara



PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Anita
Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Dot Myers, George Pagurko, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Wally Bisping, Marge Boike,
Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bob Hicks, Bill Holmes,
Marjorie Hudnall, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen,
Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Celia Martinez, Michele Mason,
Donald Neal, Patricia Pfeiffer, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek,
Dr. Craig Reckard, Sue Renville, Sandy Rossella, Elaine Sorich, Peter Spilotro, Rev.
Dave Stefanson, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson,
Tom Thoreson, Mark Van Scharrel, and Carol and Taz Zajac.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in memory of dear husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather +Al Kovalsky+ on the 97th anniversary of his birth on
September 3rd by remembering wife Luddy, son Bill, daughter Linda, and their families.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is celebrated today for Wilhelmina “Lily” Jean Diette,
daughter of Clay and Emily. As members of the body of Christ, we promise with her
parents and sponsors to nurture the growth of Lily in the covenant of her baptism. We
welcome this child into the Lord’s family and receive her as a member with us of the
body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the
dominion of God.



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407
Monday, September 13th 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the
empress.

Holy Cross Day
Tuesday, September 14th 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may
be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the
dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258
Thursday, September 16th 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted
on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical
care during a severe epidemic.

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179
Friday, September 17th 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved
kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology,
and natural history. She was also a musician and artist.

Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961
Saturday, September 18th 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the
United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in
present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his
Christian faith.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
September 5th, 2021

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $         .00
Shortage:     $         .00



IT’S BACK! 

RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE

Saturday, October 16th, 2021
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

(Rummage half-price between noon and 1 p.m.)

Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church
31st Street and Desplaines Avenue in Riverside

Home Baked Goods and Homemade Salsa,
Rummage Tables, Used Toys and Books,

Holiday Decorations

No food will be served.
Masks must be worn by all those in attendance.

Contributions of homemade bakery items would be greatly appreciated.
Please drop off your baked goods on Friday, October 15th between 1 and 3 p.m. 


