
- - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - -

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 19th, 2021  10:15 a.m.

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then,
to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to
welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction,
and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND *ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. Look
upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw
us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to
us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and
for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins. Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
(Sung by leader)

      
1 I want to walk as a child of the light.

I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

*GREETING

Spoken responsively by the leader and congregation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome
us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we
may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 11:18-20
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s
word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues
to trust in God in the midst of his suffering.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING   James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own
wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality
toward others.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING Mark 9:30-37

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark… Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced
by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The
antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. A brief silence is observed.

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love
for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together
for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care
for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual
efforts to heal the created order. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire
leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements.
Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or
country. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness,
especially… Help them find appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when
the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in
us your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their
faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray
for all who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and
manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them
with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Prayed by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and
evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father
(Please kindly wear a face mask when singing.)

1 Children of the heav'nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e'er was given.

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4 Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



DISMISSAL

Spoken responsively by the congregation.

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR George Valek
GREETERS John and Shirley Kostelny
USHER John Kostelny
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Edward and Joanne Sefara

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Anita
Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Dot Myers, George Pagurko, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Wally Bisping, Marge Boike,
Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bob Hicks, Bill Holmes,
Marjorie Hudnall, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen,
Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Celia Martinez, Michele Mason,
Donald Neal, Patricia Pfeiffer, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek,
Dr. Craig Reckard, Sue Renville, Sandy Rossella, Elaine Sorich, Peter Spilotro, Rev.
Dave Stefanson, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson,
Tom Thoreson, Mark Van Scharrel, and Carol and Taz Zajac.



The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was celebrated yesterday for Brayden Thomas Murray,
son of Thomas and Kathryn. As members of the body of Christ, we promise with his
parents and sponsors to nurture the growth of Brayden in the covenant of his baptism. We
welcome this child into the Lord’s family and receive him as a member with us of the
body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the dominion
of God. Brayden’s sponsors are Gregory and Michelle Murray.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)
Monday, September 20th 
A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before being
elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the first
African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity.

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Tuesday, September 21st 
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax
collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus
nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
September 12th, 2021

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2021: $2,500.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $         .00
Shortage:     $         .00



IT’S BACK! 

RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE

Saturday, October 16th, 2021
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

(Rummage half-price between noon and 1 p.m.)

Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church
31st Street and Desplaines Avenue in Riverside

Home Baked Goods and Homemade Salsa,
Rummage Tables, Used Toys and Books,

Holiday Decorations

No food will be served.
Masks must be worn by all those in attendance.

Contributions of homemade bakery items would be greatly appreciated.
Please drop off your baked goods on Friday, October 15th between 1 and 3 p.m. 


