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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 18th, 2021  10:15 a.m.

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ
shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the Meal we
share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and
shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the
Scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*EASTER ANNOUNCEMENT 
Announced responsively and gently by the leader and congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia! 
He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia! 

Rejoice then, even in your distress. 
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 

God has claimed us as His own. 
God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



*GATHERING HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
(Sung by leader)

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain

5 City of God, Easter forever,
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
river of life, saints and archangels,
sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.



*GREETING
Responses spoken gently by the congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us
to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses
to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how
God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of
Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration
in Jesus’ name.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the
full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed
Jesus to take away our sins.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Luke 24:36b-48

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke… Glory to you, O Lord.

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence.

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and
wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the Scriptures, so that the
church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you
for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give
your loving-kindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress.
Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to
health and wholeness, especially… Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children
of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become
more and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.



God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We
thank you for their lives among us, especially… Assure us of the peace you have
promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken gently by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*EASTER INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*EASTER POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we
may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN     Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands
(Sung by leader)

1 Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands
for our offenses given;
but now at God's right hand he stands
and brings us life from heaven.
Therefore let us joyful be
and sing to God right thankfully
loud songs of hallelujah! Hallelujah!

2 Our Savior Jesus, God's own Son,
here in our stead descended;
the knot of sin has been undone,
the claim of death is ended.
Christ has crushed the pow'r of hell;
now there is naught but death's gray shell—
its sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

3 Here the true Paschal Lamb we see,
whom God so freely gave us,
who died on the accursed tree—
so strong God's love!—to save us.
See, his blood now marks our door;
faith points to it; death passes o'er,
and Satan cannot harm us. Hallelujah!

4 So let us keep the festival
to which the Lord invites us;
Christ is the very joy of all,
the sun that warms and lights us.
Now his grace to us imparts
eternal sunshine to our hearts;
the night of sin is ended. Hallelujah!



5 Then let us feast this Easter day
on Christ, the bread of heaven;
the Word of grace has purged away
the old and evil leaven.
Christ alone, our holy meal,
the hungry soul will feed and heal;
faith lives upon no other! Hallelujah!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite
Text st. 2 © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

*DISMISSAL

Responses spoken gently by the congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER John Broussard
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Beverly Tarbox
LECTOR Shirley Kostelny
GREETER Shirley Kostelny
USHER Janet Broussard
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Edward and Joanne Sefara

Our prayers and condolences are extended to the family and loved ones of +Richard
Hurbanis+, especially his wife Ruth and children Kenneth, Kevin and Karen and their
families. Richard passed from this life on April 10th and was buried this past Wednesday.
We share the grief of Richard’s family but find solace and hope in the cross and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus.



ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in memory of +Paul Predny+ on the
anniversary of his death on April 15th.

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Ann Head,
Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Dot Myers, George Pagurko, Steve Podzamsky, Mary
Sasuta and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Brian Bakalich, Wally Bisping,
Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bill Holmes, Marjorie
Hudnall, Nicole Kisiel, Frank Kmet, Mary Kmet, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle
Lauritsen, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason,
Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig Reckard,
Dale Renville, Sandy Rossella, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox,
Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel, Anthony Valdez and Taz Zajac

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573;
renewers of the church
Monday, April 19th 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then returned
to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a catechism
and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the office of bishop and later
became one.

Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109
Wednesday, April 21st 
This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle Ages. He
is remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the theory that the
Son of God became human in order to make the necessary payment for our sin.

Day of the Creation (Día de la Creación) (LLC)
Thursday, April 22nd 
This observance invites us to notice and give God thanks for the wonders of the created
universe. As stewards of that creation, we are also challenged to be careful in our use of
it.


