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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
January 8th, 2023  10:15 a.m.

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s
healing.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP FOR EPIPHANY

Arise, shine, for your light has come!
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.

Lift up your eyes and look around:
all gather together to proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Your sun will never set again.
The Lord is our light and our salvation!

Your moon will wane no more.
The Lord is our light and our salvation!

Your days of sorrow will end.
The Lord is our light and our salvation!

Whom shall we fear?
Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the strength of our life;

whom shall we fear?



*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of peace,
we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with ourselves. We
bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families, violence in our
world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us. Reunite us with
one another and to you. Let peace reign over all the earth, through the
Prince of Peace, our Savior and Lord Jesus. Amen 

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon
grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every
broken heart. Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: in the name of Jesus
our Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come.
Amen

*GATHERING HYMN       Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423

*GREETING

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the light of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy
Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children
of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9
God's servant Israel is endowed with the Spirit in order to bring justice to the nations.
The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness
ever keep it from fulfilling its task. God's old promises have been fulfilled; the new
assignment of the servant is to bring light to the nations.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM  Psalm 29
Prayed responsively by leader and congregation.

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God's name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.

The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.

And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, "Glory!"
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O LORD, give strength to your people;

give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.



SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims
the good news of God's inclusive forgiveness in Jesus' name to Cornelius, a Roman
centurion. As a result of Peter's preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first
Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172

*GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and
identified publicly as God's child.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by the light of Christ, who has been made known to the nations, we offer
our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.

For the community of the baptized throughout the world and its leaders, that justice
and forgiveness be proclaimed to all, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For the beauty of creation, trees and animals, clean water, and favorable weather,
that all creatures live abundantly on your earth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For all in authority at the local, state, national, and international levels, that they
rule with equity and sincerity of heart; for relief workers and those who support
them, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For the oppressed, the imprisoned, the sick, and all who call out for help,
especially…, that all who dwell on the earth find comfort, peace, and redemption
through Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For this congregation and all who have been washed in the waters of baptism, for
those inquiring about the gift of baptism and life in Christ, and for those who are
absent from this gathering, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Other prayers may be offered here in speech or silence.

In thanksgiving for those who have died in the faith, especially… that the grace of
Christ in their lives guide us in our vocation as Christians throughout the world, let
us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Radiant God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who has made his dwelling among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with
your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all
earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be
filled with light and life.



DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today,
tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing
your praise both now and forever. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen



SENDING HYMN ACS 942

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Brandon Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Brandon Michaels
LECTOR Emily Bittner
GREETER Sandy Garvey
LIVE STREAM John Broussard
USHER Janet Broussard
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Fred Kuzel

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine
Haase, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Mildred Mendel, Beverly Podzamsky, George
Pagurko, Mildred Riban, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Wally Bisping, Ellen Bailey,
Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bill Holmes, Ron Kelly, Nicole
Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden,
Darlene Loughlin, Celia Martinez, Michele Mason, Donald Neal, Julie Patron, Patricia
Pfeiffer, Pat Pileggi, Alice Puglise, Gail Purcell, Sue Renville, Sandy Rossella, Peter
Spilotro, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Tom Thoreson, Mark Van
Scharrel and Mike Yavorski.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
December 25th 2022

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2022: $2,527.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00


