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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 16th, 2023  10:15 a.m.

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of
peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday
gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming
Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the
First Letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we
rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia! 
He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia! 

Rejoice then, even in your distress. 
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 

God has claimed us as His own. 
God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*GATHERING HYMN       That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright! ELW 384



*GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive
the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 22-32
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to
God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting
Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is
now enthroned.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we
have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364
Verse 1



*GOSPEL READING John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John… Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts
another visit from the Lord.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Holy Spirit, as you gave courage and confidence to the disciples to proclaim the
risen Christ, despite the warnings of the authorities, so let us be faithful with the
beauty, the power and the urgency of the gospel message. Come into our hearts,
Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts to stay.  

Help us look forward, Heavenly Father, to the day of resurrection as your gift of
eternal life. Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts to stay. 

Lord Jesus Christ, chief cornerstone of the church, build up our lives true to your
will. Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts to stay. 

Holy Spirit, as you inspired the prophets to see beyond the affairs of this earth, so
inspire us with the eyes of faith to see the return of Christ as our Savior. Come into
our hearts, Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts to stay. 

Lord Jesus, when we are deep in doubt, open your wounded side to our touch, and
let us see the print of the nails in your hands, that we may be restored to active
discipleship in your name. Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts
to stay. 

Come now, Lord Jesus, with your healing power, and touch all of us who doubt,
who are ill, and who need you very near, especially… . Come into our hearts, Lord
Jesus: Come into our hearts to stay. 

Strengthen this congregation to sing songs of hope and promise. Continue to raise
up musicians who will share their gifts and lead our praise. Come into our hearts,
Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts to stay. 
 
Other prayers may be added here in speech and silence.

Fill our hearts with joy and gladness as we remember those who have died
believing in life in your name, especially… . Reveal to us the joy of your salvation
even in the face of death. Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus: Come into our hearts
to stay. 

Christ lives with us. Amen



*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
 
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
 



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*EASTER INVITATION TO COMMUNION

When we eat this bread we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we
share the blood of Christ.
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed
yourself to your disciples.

DISTRIBUTION



*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your
people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your
glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*SOLEMN BLESSINGS OF EASTER

Almighty God bless you on this solemn feast of Easter, and may he protect you
against all sin. Amen

Through the resurrection of his Son, God granted us healing. May he fulfill his
promises, and bless you with eternal life. Amen

You have mourned for Christ's sufferings; now you celebrate the joy of his
resurrection. May you come with joy to the feast which lasts forever. Amen
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN            Touch That Soothes and Heals ACS 939

*DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Beverly Tarbox
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR Emily Bittner
GREETER Beverly Tarbox
LIVE STREAM Paul Watkiss
USHER John Kostelny
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Edward and Joanne Sefara

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine
Haase, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Mildred Mendel, Lois Mika, Beverly Podzamsky,
George Pagurko, Mildred Riban, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Wally Bisping, Ellen Bailey,
James Broussard, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Gene Head,
Bill Holmes, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Lenyce Lawrenson,
Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason, Donald Neal, Julie Patron,  Pat
Pileggi, Alice Puglise, Gail Purcell, Sue Renville, Sandy Rossella, Elaine Sorich,  Peter
Spilotro, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Tom Thoreson, Mark Van Scharrel and Mike
Yavorski.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
April 9th, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2023: $2,527.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $   814.00
Shortage:     $1,713.00

April 2nd, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2023: $2,527.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $1,846.00
Shortage:     $   681.00  



A reception celebrating the 75th Anniversary of LCC will be held following the
concert on Sunday, May 7th, at St. Peter and Paul with the recognition of the 15th

anniversaries of Artistic Director Wilbert O. Watkins and Accompanist Joan
Hutchinson.  


