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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

  Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church
250 Woodside Road

Riverside, Illinois 60546
Telephone: (708) 442-5250
Parsonage: (708) 442-0238

Fax: (708) 442-5264

Web page: www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org
Email address: www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org/service

Dennis J. Lauritsen, Pastor
David B. Richards, Parish Musician

Karen Rouleau, Administrative Assistant



DAY OF PENTECOST
May 28th, 2023  10:15 a.m.

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving
of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate
the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in
rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that
though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with
these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive
sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to
proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
Spoken responsively by the leader and congregation.

Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord fills the world.
Let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God. Alleluia!

With tongues of fire, the Spirit kindles the apostles’ zeal.
They declare in new tongues the wonderful works of God.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom now and forever.

Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit!
Fill the hearts of your faithful people with your love. Alleluia!



*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by
whose speaking we are given new life. Amen

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism... Holy
God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised
us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed
away, and in them we are born anew. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters
that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise
to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new
creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness
to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth,
bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring
peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.
Amen

*GATHERING HYMN             God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW 400

*GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the
peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love,
empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke
portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and
astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the
disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection.
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity
and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians
diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts
because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia       ELW 364
      Verse 1 and Refrain

*GOSPEL John 20:19-23

The Holy Gospel according to St. John...
Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God Almighty, when we call on your name, you pour out your Holy Spirit upon us,
young and old, slave or free, granting dreams and visions and confidence in the
saving grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill us with your
Spirit.

When we are dried out like bones in the desert, renew us with your Holy Spirit. 
Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill us with your Spirit.

Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth, and renew the hearts of your people. Holy
Spirit, loving God: Fill us with your Spirit.

Intercede for us, Holy Spirit, when our poor prayers seem lacking, and we do not
know how to rightly form our thoughts. Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill us with your
Spirit.



We hope for what we cannot see, Lord Jesus. We expect your adoption of each of
us, for we are the heavenly Father's special creation. Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill
us with your Spirit.

Lord Jesus Christ, you have sent us the loving Advocate, the Spirit of Truth, that
we may hope beyond “wishful thinking” to “great expectations” of eternal life with
you. Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill us with your Spirit.

Great Physician, you know that some among us are ready to die; others want
desperately to live longer; and many need healing and relief from pain. Help us
yield to your will, knowing that you care for each of us. Use us, and our sufferings,
for purposes beyond our understanding. We name each other in love, and in
expectation of your better will, especially… . Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill us with
your Spirit.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Pour out your Spirit upon all who mourn, that your promise of everlasting life and
peace with the saints may make our hearts sing even in the face of death,
remembering especially… . Holy Spirit, loving God: Fill us with your Spirit.

Come Holy Spirit, come with your life-giving care and joy. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR PENTECOST

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the
fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
 
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*EASTER INVITATION TO COMMUNION

When we eat this bread we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we
share the blood of Christ.
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you revealed
yourself to your disciples.

DISTRIBUTION



*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your
people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your
glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN          O Day Full of Grace   ELW 627

*DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Carrie Watkiss
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR Beverly Tarbox
GREETERS Walter and Judith Cudecki
USHER Rafael Martinez
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Carole Pollitz and Jane Lauritsen

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine
Haase, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Mildred Mendel, Lois Mika, George Pagurko, Mildred
Riban, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel. 

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Wally Bisping, Ellen Bailey, David Basek, James
Broussard, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Tom Doran, Barbara Dykes, Denise
Fricano, Bill Holmes, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Lenyce Lawrenson,
Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason, Donald Neal, Julie Patron, Pat Pileggi,
Gail Purcell, Beth Sheldon, Stevie Singer, Sandy Rossella, Elaine Sorich,  Peter Spilotro,
Kathy Stenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Tom Thoreson, Stevie Singer, Joan Watkiss
and Mike Yavorski.



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Jiri Tranovský, hymnwriter, died 1637
Monday, May 29th 
Tranovský is considered to be the father of Slovak hymnody as well as an important reformer
of the Slavic church. He translated the Augsburg Confession (the basis of Lutheran teachings)
and published a collection of Slovak hymns.

Visit of Mary to Elizabeth
Wednesday, May 31st 
This festival marks the occasion when Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visited her cousin Elizabeth
who was herself pregnant with John. Elizabeth pronounced Mary "blessed among women," and
Mary responded with the song called the Magnificat.

Justin, martyr at Rome, died around 165
Thursday, June 1st 
Born of pagan parents, Justin was influenced by an elderly Christian in Ephesus. He became
a teacher of philosophy and the Christian faith. Jailed for practicing an unauthorized religion,
he refused to renounce his faith and was beheaded.

The Martyrs of Uganda, died 1886
Saturday, June 3rd 
On June 3, 1886, thirty-two young men were burned to death for refusing to renounce
Christianity. The confident manner in which these Christians went to their deaths contributed
to a much stronger Christian presence in Uganda.

John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, died 1963
Saturday, June 3rd 
When elected pope, the former Angelo Roncalli was expected to be a short-term caretaker. He
showed great spirit, though, and convened the Second Vatican Council which helped bring
great changes to Roman Catholic and other churches.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
May 21st, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2023: $2,527.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $ .00
Shortage:     $ .00



GOD GIVES MORE THAN ENOUGH

It is the “first day of the week” (John 20:19), the day of the new creation, but to
those locked away in the upper room in fear, the world is as it always has been. So
entrenched are they in the ways of grief and guilt that the Risen One in their midst
needs to offer his life-giving invitation twice: “Peace be with you.” The logic of the
new age is peace, not retribution; forgiveness, not vengeance. With the invitation to
new life comes also the means: the gift of the Holy Spirit, breathed upon them and
within them. Just as the Father sent Jesus into the world, so now are these disciples
sent as witnesses to God’s saving work.

Pentecost is therefore the crowning achievement of the Jesus story. Now, more than
ever, these huddled disciples would have just cause to sing the “Dayenu” (“It would
have been enough”) verses from the Passover seder meal, but revised: It would have
been enough for the Word and wisdom of God to have been born in the flesh…
Dayenu! It would have been enough for the Word to grow to adulthood and share
his stunning parables about God’s gracious activity in the world… Dayenu! It would
have been enough for this Word to say to his enemies, “Father, forgive them”…
Dayenu! It would have been enough for this Word to have died on a cross for us…
Dayenu! It would have been enough that he rose again in blessing, not vengeance
… Dayenu! But now, beyond what we would even expect—the Word becomes our
word and it is written on our hearts at Pentecost… Dayenu! It is enough, and more
than enough to enflame our ministry of reconciliation in a world in need of a healing
word.



The Rite of Confirmation
Holy Trinity Sunday, June 4th 

Aidan Altavilla
and 

Sebastian Myers

Affirming the Vows of Holy Baptism




