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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 23rd, 2023  10:15 a.m.

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day
that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat
within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s Table we go
forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

HOLY COMMUNION
WITH RECEPTION OF NEWLY REGISTERED MEMBERS

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND *CALL TO WORSHIP  based upon Psalm 8 and Genesis 1

“O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.”
We gather to praise you!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…”

“O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.”
We gather to celebrate you!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…
And God saw that is was good…”
We gather to celebrate our God.

“O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.”
We gather to worship you!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth...”



And God saw that it was very good…”
We gather to worship our God!
All praise, honor, majesty and power
belongs to our Creating God! Amen

Copyright © 2013 Joan Stott: “The Timeless Psalms” RCL Psalms Year C. Used with
permission.

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Let us pray. 
Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our
offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your
grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still
were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives us all our sins. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN        For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679

1 For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that
we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

 FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass.
We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 86:11-17
Prayed responsively by leader and congregation.

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; 
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
and I will glorify your name forever.

For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

O God, the insolent rise up against me; 
a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they do not set you before them.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Turn to me and be gracious to me; 
give your strength to your servant; save the child of your serving girl.

Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and
be put to shame, because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us
unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174

*GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew... Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s
judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human
history.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

RECEPTION OF NEWLY REGISTERED MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for James, one with us in
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry
of this congregation.

Pastor James Kuemmerle has come to this congregation from Trinity Lutheran
Church in Chicago.



*Creed

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the
mission of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the
Word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Pastor James, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among
God’s people in this place?

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Pastor James in his life in
Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.



*Welcome

Let us welcome our brother in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and
praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field.
Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and
gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift
of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom
from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric
of the human family, now torn apart by disease and division. Guide us by your mercy,
grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open
our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair,
and all who suffer in any way, especially… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new
opportunities. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other prayers may be offered in speech or silence.

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us,
especially… Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



*PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Sung in Slovak by the leader.

Otče náš, ktorý si na nebesiach, 
posväť sa meno Tvoje!
Príď kráľovstvo Tvoje!
Buď vôľa Tvoja

ako v nebi tak, i na zemi! 
Chlieb náš každodenný daj nám dnes! 
A odpusť nám viny naše, 

ako aj my odpúšťame
vinníkom svojim! 

I neuvoď nás do pokušenia,
ale zbav nás zlého!

Lebo Tvoje je kráľovstvo, 
i moc, i sláva, 
na veky vekov. Amen.



Prayed in English by the congregation.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 
Our Lord’s body let us take together.

DISTRIBUTION Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Prichard/Lanier

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this
heavenly food. In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate,
the body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, to
do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with
singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN          On What Has Now Been Sown ELW 550

1 On what has now been sown
your blessing, Lord, bestow;
the pow'r is yours alone
to make it sprout and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise,
and yours alone shall be the praise!

2 To you our wants are known,
from you are all our pow'rs;
accept what is your own
and pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
and to your word a blessing give.

3 Oh, grant that each of us,
now met before you here,
may meet together thus
when you and yours appear,
and follow you to heav'n, our home.
E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace and joy. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Carrie Watkiss
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
HARPIST Beverly Tarbox
SERVICE LEADER Brandon Michaels
LECTOR Emily Bittner
USHER John Kostelny
LIVE STREAM Fred Kuzel
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Fred Kuzel and John and Janet Broussard

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine
Haase, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Mildred Mendel, Lois Mika, George Pagurko,
Mildred Riban, Mary Sasuta and Mary Sordel. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Rev. Chris Anderson, Dwight Richard Anderson, Wally Bisping, Ellen
Bailey, David Basek, James and Lori Broussard, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison,
Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Denise Fricano, Bill Holmes, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev.
James Kuemmerle, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele
Mason, Donald Neal, Julie Patron, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Sandy Rossella, Beth
Sheldon, Stevie Singer, Elaine Sorich, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson, Gertrude Tarbox,
Janie Tarbox, Tom Thoreson, Joan Watkiss and Mike Yavorski.

*Please let us know when people may be removed 
from the prayer list, and we will offer a prayer of thanksgiving for their healing!*

ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in loving memory of +Mildred
Beausejour+ on the anniversary of her passing on July 26th by remembering nieces
and nephews; and also in loving memory of +Betty Mocek+ on the 1st anniversary
of her passing on July 26th by remembering Mocek and Michalička Families.



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373
Sunday, July 23rd 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave
all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman.
Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta.
James, Apostle
Tuesday, July 25th 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from
Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one
recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2).
Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick Handel,
died 1759; musicians
Friday, July 28th 
These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. Schütz
was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas
along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called the "fifth evangelist"
for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great work, Messiah, is a setting of
scriptural texts.
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany
Saturday, July 29th 
Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they
offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their
brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come.
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030
Saturday, July 29th 
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian
and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly.
Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
July 16th, 2023

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2023: $2,527.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $1,502.00
Shortage:     $1,025.00


