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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 8th, 2023  10:15 a.m.

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel,
the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s
love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto
Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP  based on Psalm 92:1,2,4; 95:1-3; 100:2-4

It is good to praise the LORD
and make music to your name, O Most High,

to proclaim your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night.

For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD;
I sing for joy at the works of your hands.

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.

For the LORD is the great God,
the great King above all gods.

Worship the LORD with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.

Know that the LORD is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving

and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.



*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Let us pray. 
Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our
offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your
grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still
were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives us all our sins. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN        Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW 468 

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God's
loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth "wild grapes" of injustice
and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing
in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of
Christ. The power of Christ's resurrection motivates him to press on toward the
ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                ELW 172



*GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew...
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing
that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

*HYMN OF THE DAY          We Who Once Were Dead ELW 495

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Strengthened by the Spirit who gives us words to speak and hearts that care, let us
bring our hopes and needs to God who listens.

Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that rouse us to be the church in a world
where faith is met with cynicism. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that motivate us to rebuild where storms
have torn down, droughts have choked, and waters have flooded. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that provoke us to create change where
there is injustice, freedom where there is captivity, and harmony where there is
violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that compel us to provide relief to those
who suffer, comfort to those who mourn, protection to those who are vulnerable,
and compassion to those who are scorned, especially... Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that lift us out of complacency and into
our communities to share the priceless gift of knowing Christ Jesus as Lord. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that assure us of eternal life, where,
together with all your saints, especially… we will join you in a song that has no
end. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and
whatever else you see that we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 
Our Lord’s body let us take together.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this
heavenly food. In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate,
the body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, to
do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with
singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain
you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN           Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom       ACS 1064

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace and joy. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Vicki Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR Carrie Watkiss
GREETERS Walter and Judity Cudecki
USHER Walter Cudecki
LIVE STREAM Paul Watkiss
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Janice Hapgood

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine
Haase, Bettye Harden, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Mildred Mendel, Lois Mika,
George Pagurko, Mildred Riban and Mary Sasuta. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Wally Bisping, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne,
Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Denise Fricano, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James
Kuemmerle, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Mary Frances
Mason, Michele Mason, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Sandy
Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson, Gertrude Tarbox and Janie
Tarbox.

*Please let us know when people may be removed 
from the prayer list, and we will offer a prayer of thanksgiving for their healing!*



The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in loving memory of beloved father
and grandfather +William Stastny+ on the anniversary of his death by loving
daughter Audrey Bucz, grandson Brian Bucz, and granddaughter Adrienne Gana.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1996 (TFF)
Tuesday, October 10th 
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward
ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in
1958, he served in positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division
for Mission in North America.

CORNERSTONES

Quoting the Psalms, Jesus says in Matthew 21:42, "The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes." To
the common, often invisible people who had heard Jesus speak and witnessed the
miracles of healing he performed, these words rang sure and true.

The Bible is full of examples of rejected people who play vital roles in the kingdom of
God. Joseph, whose brothers scorn him as a foolish dreamer, becomes a key figure in the
book of Genesis and in salvation history. Moses, hidden as a baby to keep him from
being killed, becomes a great leader and liberator for Israel in the book of Exodus. Mary,
a teenage girl from a small town, is chosen by God to be the mother of the promised
Messiah in the book of Luke.

Similarly in our communities, seemingly inconsequential people are often the ones
whose lives richly produce the fruits of the kingdom for all of God's people. The man
who serves at the local soup kitchen each week is one of the cornerstones of the
kingdom. The little girl laughing on the playground is unaware that her joy nourishes
everyone she meets. The woman who devotes hours balancing the budget each month is
vital to carrying out God's mission in our community.

Jesus invites us to live in a reality where the humble are stronger than the proud and the
powerful. The fruits produced for the kingdom—qualities like peace, joy, humility,
service to others, and trusting faith—are not the kinds of things that can be measured by
most of the world's standards. And yet these are all building blocks that point to a
kingdom that is beautiful beyond our wildest imagination.


