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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

  Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church
250 Woodside Road

Riverside, Illinois 60546
Telephone: (708) 442-5250
Parsonage: (708) 442-0238

Fax: (708) 442-5264
Web page: www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org

Dennis J. Lauritsen, Pastor
David B. Richards, Parish Musician

Karen Rouleau, Administrative Assistant



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 25th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

   
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain
in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal
promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign
of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FIVE, PAGES 156-164

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Come, let us acknowledge our sin and seek God's face, that we may live. (A brief
silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.) 

Holy, gracious and merciful God, we confess that we have turned away from you
and from our neighbors, and in toward ourselves. We have sought security in
possessions and the place of power in relationships. We have trusted ourselves
most of all. Turn us back to you, O God. In your mercy, forgive our sinfulness
and cleanse us from guilt and shame. Guide us on the path of freedom that is
your gift to us in Christ our Lord. Amen

Hear for yourselves: There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
In the waters of baptism grace abounds for you and for all. God turns to you in love
and puts away every sin, every wrong turn, for the sake of + Jesus, the one God sent
to save the world. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN            O God, My Faithful God  ELW 806

*GREETING

The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us
from sin, be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE ELW 157
(Please refer to Hymn #157

 in Evangelical Lutheran Worship for the melody.)

In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of
Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises
this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together.
God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize
the firmness of God’s promise.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22:23-31
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 
he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him.

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your hearts live forever!

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.

For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
and he rules over the nations.

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.

Posterity will serve him; 
future generations will be told about the Lord,

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying that he has done it. 

SECOND READING  Romans 4:13-25
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with
God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too
old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised
to accomplish.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 176

*GOSPEL READING Mark 8:31-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark...
Glory to you, O Lord.

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the
first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the
way of the cross that Jesus will travel.

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY    I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW 325



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence is observed.

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they
may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give
hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

All the ends of the earth worship you. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and
to join you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.



You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and
between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities
we cannot even imagine. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your
love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit.
Restore all who are sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice,
exploitation, and oppression, especially… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless
grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for
care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have
entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip
ministries and services to families. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Additional prayers may be offered here in speech and silence.

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the
saints whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, especially…
that together we may find our lives in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare
with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may
come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn: 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen



*LORD’S PRAYER



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Return to the Lord with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey and drink for
the desert.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you + peace. Amen

*SENDING HYMN      Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus ELW 802

*DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Brandon Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Carrie Watkiss
LECTOR J. T. Tarbox
GREETER Walter and Judith Cudecki
LIVE STREAM Charles Matthies
USHER Walter Cudecki
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Janice Hapgood

IN THE PRAYERS

Members of the Congregation: Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine Haase,
Bettye Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Mildred Mendel, Lois Mika,
George Pagurko, Mildred Riban and Mary Sasuta. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Carolyn Becker, Wally Bisping, Birch
Burghardt, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara
Dykes, Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson,
Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Mary Frances Mason, Michele Mason, Julie Mroz,
Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Becky Rosas, Mary Lee Rosland, Sandy Rossella,
Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson, Gertrude Tarbox and Janie Tarbox.

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in loving memory of beloved father
+Eugene Gana+ on the anniversary of his death by loving daughter Adrienne Gana,
sister-in-law Audrey Bucz, and nephew Brian Bucz.

Lenten Vespers, Holden Setting
will be sung every Thursday evening at 7:15 p.m. 

during the weeks of Lent
preceded by a supper of soup and bread 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Supper hosts may sign up on the list posted at the lower west entrance to the
dining hall or please leave a voice mail message in the church office box at
708-442-5250 or send an email message to office@stspeterandpaulriverside.org



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921
Sunday, February 25th 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come and minister
to the poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the Deaconess House in
Brooklyn as well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis.

George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633
Friday, March 1st 
An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then became a
parish priest. He was known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well as for writing
poetry and hymns, including "Come, my way, my truth, my life." He died at age 40.

John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, died 1788; renewers of the church
Saturday, March 2nd 
These brothers led a revival originally intended to remain within the Church of England,
one that involved frequent communion and advocacy for the poor. Except for a brief
time in America, they worked in England. Charles was also a prolific hymn writer. After
their deaths, their work led to the formation of the Methodist Church.

Traditionally, Lent is a time for giving up something. People quit eating chocolate or drinking
coffee or alcohol. Lent becomes a time to fast from all sorts of things that are not good for our
physical or spiritual health. What if people were instead invited to take on a practice during
Lent: daily prayer, daily scripture reading, meditative walks, acts of kindness and generosity.
What might forty days of taking on such practice yield?

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
February 18th, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2022: $2,524.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00




