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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 17th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

   
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant
that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise
fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our
baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and
truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and
leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the world.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FIVE, PAGES 156-164

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE “Prelude in F Minor” from WTC J. S. Bach

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Come, let us acknowledge our sin and seek God's face, that we may live. (A brief
silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.) 

Holy, gracious and merciful God, we confess that we have turned away from you
and from our neighbors, and in toward ourselves. We have sought security in
possessions and the place of power in relationships. We have trusted ourselves
most of all. Turn us back to you, O God. In your mercy, forgive our sinfulness
and cleanse us from guilt and shame. Guide us on the path of freedom that is
your gift to us in Christ our Lord. Amen

Hear for yourselves: There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
In the waters of baptism grace abounds for you and for all. God turns to you in love
and puts away every sin, every wrong turn, for the sake of + Jesus, the one God sent
to save the world. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN            Restore in Us, O God ELW 328

*GREETING

The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us
from sin, be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE ELW 157
(Please refer to Hymn #157

 in Evangelical Lutheran Worship for the melody.)

In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you
receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through
life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant
established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with
the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 51:1-12
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
  and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my offenses,
  and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
  a sinner from my mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
  and would have me know wisdom deep within.
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
  and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
  and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.



SECOND READING Hebrews 5:5-10
Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how
Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our
eternal salvation.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 176

*GOSPEL READING John 12:20-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. John... 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise
of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.

The gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY    My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of
leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are
welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we
rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our
mutual mission as a congregation.

Members of the Congregation Council are invited to stand as their names are read.

Officers
Carrie Watkiss, President

Charles Matthies, Vice-President and Financial Secretary
Fred Kuzel, Secretary-Treasurer

Members
Janet Broussard

Larry Crachy
Kathy Ganschow

John Kostelny
Linda Painter
Philip Painter

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You
are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God,
who gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers
you may be glorified.



You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and
mutual understanding in this congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

The congregation stands. Those being installed face the assembly while the
presiding minister addresses the congregation.

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you
share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.

I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you
may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence is observed.

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your
church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people
courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries
of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your
presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that
prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world
to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them
creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know
your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing
of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve, especially… Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in
discipleship. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Additional prayers may be offered here in speech and silence.

In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have
given us words to worship you, especially  Thomas Cranmer, and others whom we
name… With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare
with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may
come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn: 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
Amen



*LORD’S PRAYER



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Return to the Lord with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey and drink for
the desert.

DISTRIBUTION Saint Christopher Frederick Maker

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you + peace. Amen

*SENDING HYMN     Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church ELW 321

*DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Beverly Tarbox
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Kristine Boike
LECTOR Fred Kuzel
GREETERS Larry Crachy and Karen Kubik
LIVE STREAM John Broussard
USHER Janet Broussard
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Beverly Tarbox

IN THE PRAYERS

Members of the Congregation: Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine Haase,
Bettye Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Mildred Mendel, Lois Mika,
George Pagurko, Mildred Riban and Mary Sasuta. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Carolyn Becker, Wally Bisping, Birch
Burghardt, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara
Dykes, Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson,
Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Mary Frances Mason, Michele Mason, Julie Mroz,
Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky Rosas, Mary Lee Rosland,
Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson and Janie Tarbox.

Today the following officers and members of the Congregation Council are being
installed for the coming year: Carrie Watkiss (President), Charles Matthies (Vice-
President and Financial Secretary), Fred Kuzel (Secretary-Treasurer), Janet Broussard,
Larry Crachy, Kathy Ganschow, John Kostelny, Linda Painter and Philip Painter. Please
offer your thanks to these members of the Council for their service to the congregation
and its local, domestic and global ministries.

Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church with a rich variety of gifts. Grant that
we may use them to bear witness to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love. Make
us ready to live the gospel and eager to do your will, so that we may share with all your
church in the joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 



Easter lilies will be available for $16.00 per plant for those who wish to place a lily or
lilies in the chancel for the upcoming Easter celebrations. To order, please call or email
the church office or use the sign-up sheet posted in the usual place in the dining hall
(lower west entrance). The final day to order is this Thursday, March 21st. You are also
welcome to bring your own potted spring plants, including lilies, hyacinths, tulips,
daffodils, etc. to decorate the chancel and sanctuary.

Please plan to bring bakery items, finger foods, appetizers, eggs or other Easter foods to
share at the traditional Palm Sunday Coffee Hour next week. This delicious buffet,
previously hosted for many years by the Dorcas Society of the congregation, has become
a pre-Easter custom for the families and friends of the congregation.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461
Sunday, March 17th 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery
in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry.
Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there.

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
Tuesday, March 19th 
Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that
he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God
and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult.

Lenten Vespers, Holden Setting
is sung on Thursday evenings at 7:15 p.m. 

during the weeks of Lent
preceded by a supper of soup and bread 

beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
March 10th, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2022: $2,524.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00


