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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 9th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of
charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We
who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death
and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and
pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Die Nacht Richard Strauss

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

God our Father, our Creator,
who made the heavens and earth
We are Your children,
and we are in awe of all you have made.

Christ the Son, our Redeemer and Savior,
You lived and died for us all
You live again,
and have prepared the way for us.

Holy Spirit, the Sustainer,
You move in us and among us
We follow Your wisdom
and feel Your presence.

Holy God, Triune, Three-in-one,
help us to know You more fully.
Guide us in this time of worship. Amen

—by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell



*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by
whose speaking we are given new life. Amen

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism... Holy
God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised
us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed
away, and in them we are born anew. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters
that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise
to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new
creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness
to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth,
bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring
peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.
Amen

*GATHERING HYMN            The Night You Gave Us,   ACS 994
God, Has Ended

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph
over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Genesis 3:8-15
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither
takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God.
The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church,
who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM   Psalm 130
Prayed in unison by the congregation.

Out of the depths
I cry to you, O LORD;

O LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LORD, who could stand?

Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.

I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord more than those
who keep watch for the morning,

more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;

with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
For the LORD shall redeem Israel

from all their sins.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has
prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know
that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   ELW 174

*GOSPEL Mark 3:20-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who
is demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are
possessed by the Holy Spirit, sisters and brothers of Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY O God of Every Nation  ELW 713



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God's
creation… Gracious God, you reveal yourself in Word and water, bread and wine.
Show us your will as we worship and send us forth as signs of unexpected grace.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, the trees sing of your faithfulness. Give growth to trees and
shrubs, grasses and all flowering things, that their beauty may flourish to your
glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of wisdom, you provide for all peoples and nations. We pray for governments
and international organizations, for all who shelter refugees and strive for peace and
justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



God of love, you know our hurts and failings. We pray for those who are homeless,
unemployed, imprisoned, hungry, and sick, especially… Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Faithful God, you prosper the work of our hands. We pray for the outreach
ministries of this congregation. We trust your Holy Spirit moving through and
among us even when we do not see the fruits of our labors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered here in speech and silence.

We remember in thanksgiving the saints who have gone before us, especially…
Anchor us in the Triune God, confident in the abundant life you promise. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to you. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION Dreaming Schumann



*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the Real Presence of Christ.
Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth
this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING OF GRADUATES

We are delighted to recognize graduates of Sts. Peter and Paul today. It is our
privilege to affirm these members and friends of our congregation who have
completed one phase of their lives and move with great expectations to
another. 

The graduates may stand as their names are read. 

Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare to begin new
endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in faith, and of your vocation to serve
God in all your life's work and accomplishments.

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements.
We give thanks especially for the milestones that these young persons have
attained. As they begin new phases of their lives, may they also know your
love and experience your peace in all the experiences they encounter. Bless
also the parents of these students, who have raised their children and nourished
them in the Christian faith. Give them strength in your continuing presence and
give them many joyful reunions with their sons and daughters who may be
leaving home soon to begin new and varied ventures, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen



Go out into the world in peace; be of good courage;
hold to what is good; return no one evil for evil;
strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak;
help the suffering; honor all people; 
love and serve our God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN          Creating God, Your Fingers Trace   ELW 684

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Lustige Weibe Otto Nicolai

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Beverly Tarbox
LECTOR Jane Lauritsen
GREETERS Edward and Joanne Sefara
USHER Rafael Martinez
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Kristine Boike



IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Bettye
Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, George Pagurko and Mary Sasuta.
Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping,
Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes,
Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Trish Klingenmaier, Lenyce
Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Mary Frances Mason, Michele Mason,
Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky Rosas, Mary Lee
Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson and Janie Tarbox.

PENTECOST FIRE 
by Andrew King

A
new

kind of
fire, and

new speech
brought to voice:

words that are flames
through walls that divide;

language that’s praise sung
in harmonies of the Spirit;

inclusive vocabulary of love.
Drink deep the new wine of
freedom, all slaves. Dream
as equals, world’s sons and
daughters. See the visions
of the kingdom of peace.

Wherever wind blows
 the Spirit will flow:

the fire that
quenches

our
thirst
for

God’s love.


