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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 16th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of
the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better
imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the
tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted
through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not
appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

God our Father, our Creator,
who made the heavens and earth
We are Your children,
and we are in awe of all you have made.

Christ the Son, our Redeemer and Savior,
You lived and died for us all
You live again,
and have prepared the way for us.

Holy Spirit, the Sustainer,
You move in us and among us
We follow Your wisdom
and feel Your presence.

Holy God, Triune, Three-in-one,
help us to know You more fully.
Guide us in this time of worship. Amen

—by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell



*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by
whose speaking we are given new life. Amen

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism... Holy
God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised
us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed
away, and in them we are born anew. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters
that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise
to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new
creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness
to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth,
bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring
peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.
Amen

*GATHERING HYMN            Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ELW 516

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and
love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 17:22-24
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone
from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be
planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
Prayed in unison by the congregation.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
and your faithfulness by night,

to the music of the lute and the harp, 
to the melody of the lyre.

For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; 
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.

The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

They are planted in the house of the Lord; 
they flourish in the courts of our God.

In old age they still produce fruit; 
they are always green and full of sap,

showing that the Lord is upright; 
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus
from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was
raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174

*GOSPEL READING Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark… Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. James Kuemmerle

*HYMN OF THE DAY         The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field  ACS 952



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us come before the Triune God in prayer. A brief silence is observed.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that
the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Eternal Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From
the depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore
growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability
to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to
others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those
who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness, and those whom we name… Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for
our church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this
place: the melody of voice and instruments and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you, especially… We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your
new creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give
us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION



*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the Real Presence of Christ.
Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth
this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN          Sent Forth by God’s Blessing   ELW 547

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. James Kuemmerle
ASSISTING MINISTER Carrie Watkiss
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
HARPIST Beverly Tarbox
SERVICE LEADER Carrie Watkiss
LECTOR Gary and Jocelyn Drahos
GREETERS Bettye Harden and Staci Harden
USHER George Valek
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Kristine Boike

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Bettye
Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, George Pagurko and Mary Sasuta.
Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping,
Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes,
Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Trish Klingenmaier, Lenyce
Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Mary Frances Mason, Michele Mason,
Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky Rosas, Mary Lee
Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson and Janie Tarbox.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
June 9th, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2024: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $         .00
Shortage:     $         .00



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Emanuel Nine, martyrs, died 2015
Monday, June 17th 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie
Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel
Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson were murdered
by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible study and
prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as
Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Simmons
were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. A resolution
to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance for the martyrdom of the Emanuel
Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America on August 8, 2019. Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged reaffirm
their commitment to repenting of the sins of racism and white supremacy which
continue to plague this church, to venerate the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, and
to mark this day of penitence with study and prayer.

Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931
Friday, June 21st 
Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured, enslaved, and taken to Eritrea, he was
there freed by Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into his native Oromo
and returned to preach there.

Outdoor Worship this Summer and Autumn

July 14th with Holy Baptism
August 4th with Missionary Visit

and October 6th with Blessing of Animals 
in Commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, 

renewer of the church, died 1226 



THE MYSTERY OF GROWTH

In elementary school, when children learn about plants they inevitably plant a small
seed in a clear plastic cup and watch it grow. This helps as they learn the parts of
plants: leaf, stem, roots. As we get older we get more sophisticated in our ability to
explain the details of the plant and the growth we see, but on some level the growth
itself remains a mystery. Why do some plants thrive and others fail? Was it the soil?
Too much water? Too little? And what of those plants growing in the tiny cracks in
between slabs of concrete?

The growth of faith is a similar mystery. We can do the best we can to provide good
soil, in the form of teachers and mentors, parents and pastors. Still, the faith seems
to take root and grow in some people and not in others. And then there are people
raised in the worst conditions who grow to be strong people of faith.

Jesus reminds us that faith is a gift which comes to us from God. We cannot control
it in ourselves, and we cannot control it in others. We can plant, we can water, and
then we can sleep and wake until the plant grows. In the end it is God who brings
the growth and the Holy Spirit who gives us faith. As people of God we are called
to be good soil. As people of God we are called to trust that God will do what we
cannot. Faith will grow, and the church will flourish, not because of our grand
schemes and plans, but because God will have it no other way.




