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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 8th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with
more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response
to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying
Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of
his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with
her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who
brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude Chorale Prelude Schleicher

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP  based upon Psalm 8 and Genesis 1

“O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.”
We gather to praise you!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…”

“O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.”
We gather to celebrate you!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…
And God saw that it was good…”
We gather to celebrate our God.

“O Lord, our Lord, the majesty of your name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.”
We gather to worship you!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth...”



And God saw that it was very good…”
We gather to worship our God!
All praise, honor, majesty and power
belongs to our Creating God! Amen

Copyright © 2013 Joan Stott: “The Timeless Psalms” RCL Psalms Year C. Used with
permission.

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Let us pray. 
Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. Look
upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw
us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to
us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and
for his sake, God + forgives us all our sins. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN           Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now ELW 527

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our
healer and Lord. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 35:4-7a
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s
vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion
safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the
returning exiles.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes,
    in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
    on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth,
    the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
    who executes justice for the oppressed;
    who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
    the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
    the Lord loves the righteous.



The Lord watches over the strangers;
    he upholds the orphan and the widow,
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lord will reign forever,
    your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!

SECOND READING   James 2:1-17
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world,
especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip
service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of
compassion and mercy for those in need.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   ELW 174



*GOSPEL READING Mark 7:24-37

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark… 
Glory to you, O Lord.

In Mark’s Gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’
ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his
mission to the Gentiles.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY       Healer of Our Every Ill  ELW 612

*CREED

 
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and
all in need. A brief silence is observed.

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide
all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love
through word and deed. Lord, your mercy, hear our prayer.

You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all
who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all
people to show care for the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and
governments to work with one another for the good of our common life. Unite us
in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

You accompany those who are most in need, especially… Shelter all fleeing
violence or persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through
uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and
ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious
presence... We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us
glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.



We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.



Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the Real Presence of Christ.
Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth
this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN           Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace   ELW 716

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Scherzo Dvořák



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor 
ASSISTING MINISTER Tom Myers
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
LECTOR Jane Lauritsen
GREETERS Larry Crachy and Karen Kubik
USHER Walter Cudecki
LIVE STREAM Fred Kuzel
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Edward and Joanne Sefara

IN THE PRAYERS

Members of the Congregation: Elaine Haase, Bettye Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev.
James Kuemmerle, Mildred Mendel and Mary Sasuta. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric
Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar,
Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene
Loughlin, Michele Mason, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky
Rosas, Mary Lee Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson
and Janie Tarbox.

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in celebration of the birth of Theodore
“Teddy” Lee Murray on August 29th to Tom and Katie by loving grandparents Phil and
Linda Painter; and also in memory of dear husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather +Al Kovalsky+ on the 100th anniversary of his birth on September 3rd by
remembering wife Luddy, son Bill, daughter Linda, and their families.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
September 1st, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2025: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $         .00
Shortage:     $         .00



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654
Monday, September 9th 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day
Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave
them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity.

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407
Friday, September 13th 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the
empress.

Holy Cross Day
Saturday, September 14th 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may
be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the
dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.



God Is Partial

Again and again throughout biblical history, God is partial to caring for the poor, the
weak, and the outcast. Which is why, perhaps, Jesus’ response to the Syrophoenician
woman takes us by surprise: “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs” (Mark 7:27).

The Syrophoenician woman acts in faith. She engages Jesus with what she believes
to be true about him: that through him God’s mercy will extend even to her. Despite
the distinctions that separate them (including race, gender, and religion), she believes
Jesus is a Savior who has the power to heal all people and that she, although not a
Jew, is a member of the household of God.

The second reading, from James, reminds hearers then and now that the Christian
community’s actions are to be shaped by God’s partiality. God has chosen the poor
to be rich in faith. While the world values the rich, the poor are God’s own treasure,
made honored guests and royal heirs through baptism. The community is called to
a partiality based on God’s values, not the world’s.

The waters of baptism wash away all distinctions. Like streams breaking forth in the
desert, these waters surprise us with mercy in unexpected places. These waters open
our eyes, unstop our ears, and loose our tongues to see, hear, and speak God’s
partiality for the poor, the weak, and the outcast. Baptized into Christ’s death and
resurrection, the Spirit fills us with faith—a faith active in showing mercy that
knows no limits.

Around the table, rich and poor, haughty and humble, all who gather receive a feast
fit for the family of God. All are honored and all are fed, because the Lord is the
maker of them all.




