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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 27th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE Ein Feste Burg Buxtehude

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the fullness of time, God gave us Jesus 
that we might experience God’s love.
Yet we turned our backs and went our own way.

God’s loving presence continued in the disciples,
bringing again the message of hope and reconciliation.
Open our ears and our hearts, O Lord, to receive this message.

Let the bread and the wine we receive today
give us strength and courage to do God’s will.
Let our lives thus strengthened be a witness
to God’s eternal love for all people. Amen



*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

God of overflowing grace and mercy,  we come to you with repentant hearts.
Forgive us for shallow thankfulness. Forgive us for passing by the ones in need.
Forgive us for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures. Forgive us our neglect
and thoughtlessness. Bring us home from the wilderness of sin, and strengthen
us to serve you in all that we do and say; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen

There is joy in heaven over every person who repents. By the grace of God in 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself up for us all, your sins are forgiven and you are
made free. Rejoice with the angels and with one another! We are home in God’s
mercy, now and forever. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504 

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the
people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the
poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will
forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 46
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

God is our refuge and strength,
    a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
    though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
    God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
    he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the Lord;
    see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
    he burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, and know that I am God!
    I am exalted among the nations,
    I am exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us;

    the God of Jacob is our refuge.



SECOND READING    Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We
are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in
Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our
faith in Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                ELW 172

*GOSPEL John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. John... 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON 

*HYMN OF THE DAY            Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW 779

*CREED

 
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for
all of God’s creation. A brief silence is observed.

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows
from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all
people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the
will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the
vulnerable. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote. Pour wisdom
and understanding upon all who govern so that communities of justice and peace
may thrive. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit, especially…
Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery
centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and
learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools,
seminaries, and universities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and in silence.

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell
in your holy habitation, especially… Give us courage through their example to
challenge unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we confidently place our prayers into your
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Songs of Peace

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 
Our Lord’s body let us take together.



DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this
heavenly food. In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, the
body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, to do
the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with singleness
of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you, 
keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN           Lead Me, Guide Me ELW 768

DISMISSAL

Go in peace and joy. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor 
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR Philip Painter
GREETERS Philip and Linda Painter
USHER Fred Kuzel
LIVE STREAM Paul Watkiss
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Fred Kuzel and Jane Lauritsen

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Larry Crachy, Elaine Haase, Bettye Harden, Luddy
Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Mildred Mendel and Mary Sasuta. Friends and
Relatives of the Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping, Dan and
Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Denise
Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson,
Darlene Loughlin, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky Rosas,
Mary Lee Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson and
Janie Tarbox.

The flowers at the Lord’s Table  today are given in memory of mother and grandmother
+Betty Zittman+ on the 38th anniversary of her passing this day by remembering family
Rocky, Tina, and grandchildren.



COMMEMORATIONS

Simon and Jude, Apostles
Monday, October 28th 
We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean in New
Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had
revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world.

Reformation Day
Thursday, October 31st 
By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival
commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses
in the church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good
news that it is by grace through faith that we are justified and set free.

All Saints Day
Friday, November 1st 
The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes back
at least to the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, living
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this day or the following Sunday, many
congregations will remember the faithful who have died during the past year.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
October 20th, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2024: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org .



NOT ASHAMED

In many congregations, Reformation Sunday is treated as a sort of “Lutheran heritage”
day, a time for singing chorales and remembering the theological reforms of the sixteenth
century that gave birth to Lutheranism. In other parishes, a greater focus is placed on the
church’s need for continual reform; the church’s history is secondary to an emphasis on
the issues and needs of the church today. Both approaches have much to commend them.

But the true center of this day is found in the appointed readings. In Jeremiah we are
reminded of a new covenant and the promise that God will forgive, the promise written
on our hearts. In Romans Paul brings the full force of the law to bear on our lives: “since
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). With this reality, how
can we have any hope apart from divine grace? Finally, in the gospel reading from John
we are reminded that our freedom comes from Christ alone. We are neither bound to the
past nor slaves to our anxieties of the present.

Psalm 46 brings all of this together with the powerful proclamation: “God is our refuge
and strength.” The God we know in the person of Jesus is the one we can turn to in times
of crisis, the one we call upon in times of fear, the one we trust to pour out mercy and
forgiveness upon us. This Jesus is our solid foundation. In a world of chaos, confusion,
and change there is a constant: the enduring and life-giving grace of God.

On Reformation Sunday—as every Sunday—we remember that we are not ashamed of
this good news, this gospel.




