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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 1st, 2024  10:15 a.m.

Advent is about the "coming days." God's people have always lived in great expectation,
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a "righteous Branch to spring up for David." The
Thessalonians awaited "the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints." Our Lord's
contemporaries hoped for the time "to stand before the Son of Man." With them we
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and
the advent of our Lord in Word and Supper.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING TEN, PAGES 203-209

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE Veni, Emmanuel Lachenauer

* ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. Faithful God,
we confess that we have been unfaithful to you. Like dry leaves and
withered grass, our lives are blown about by our sins and the powers of
evil around us. Restore us, O God; let the light of your face shine on us,
and we shall be saved. Amen.

God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. In the
name of Jesus Christ, I bring you this good news: You are free from all that
imprisons you; your sins are forgiven; God heals your broken hearts. Live in
peace and harmony as you wait for the day of God. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN The King Shall Come ELW 260



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the
peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all. 
And also with you.

*LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

Holy are you, God of power and glory; you promised to make your mighty presence
known among the nations, and to strengthen your people to the end, when Christ
will come in clouds to gather his people. As we light this candle, open our eyes to
see the sin that separates us from you and from one another, and restore us again,
that we may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Stir up your might
and come save us.
Reveal your face to us, and give us life. Amen

*KYRIE



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Jesus, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, "righteousness" often has to do with being faithful in relationship.
God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today's
reading, Jerusalem's future name—"The Lord is our righteous-ness"—proclaims that the
Lord is even now working salvation for Israel.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 25:1-10
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

To you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.



You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.

You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Upon Timothy's report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant
with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing
thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



*GOSPEL READING Luke 21:25-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke... Glory to you, O Lord.

God will fulfill God's purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On
that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God's people
shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God's promised redemption.

The Gospel of our Lord... Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living  together in
trust and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Filled with expectation and longing, let us pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God's creation. 

Let us pray for the visible unity of the church; for increasing and abounding love
among Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant Christians; for our own
denomination and its leaders. Strengthen our bonds. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Let us pray for the creation—the sun, the moon, the stars, the roaring seas, the icy
streams, the clouds, and all the trees. Heal what we have damaged. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for nations in distress; for soldiers and civilians; for world leaders and
local governments; for refugees and prisoners; for farmers and small business
owners. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all whose hearts are weighed down with the worries and illnesses
of this life, especially… Bring them hope that your redemption is drawing near.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the youth, the working parents, the single persons, the shut-ins, and
those anticipating life changes in our congregation. Keep us alert for your coming.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions maybe be offered in speech and silence.

Let us give thanks for the lives of those who have gone before us in the faith,
especially… Keep us in communion with the saints who now see you face to face.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Hear the prayers of your people, O God, and in your mercy grant us all we need, for
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for
all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR ADVENT

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

DISTRIBUTION Wachet Auf Nicolai / J. S. Bach

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The Lord direct your ways in peace,
make you abound in love for one another and for all,
and strengthen your hearts
until the coming of our Lord Jesus.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen

*SENDING HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor 
ASSISTING MINISTER Tom Myers
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Philip Painter
LECTOR Joanne Sefara
GREETERS Edward and Joanne Sefara
USHER Janet Broussard
LIVE STREAM John Broussard
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Jane Lauritsen and Fred Kuzel

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Larry Crachy, Elaine Haase, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev.
James Kuemmerle, Mildred Mendel and Mary Sasuta. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric
Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar,
Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson, Darlene Loughlin, Mike
Matthies, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky Rosas, Mary Lee
Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson and Janie Tarbox.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
November 24th, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2024: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org .



Our prayers and condolences are extended to the families and loved ones of +Betty Ann
Bagel+ and +Bettye J. Harden+ who have passed from this life in recent days. Services
for Betty Ann were held on November 15th at the Oehler Funeral Home in Des Plaines
and Bettye on November 22nd at the church. We share the grief of those who mourn the
passing of these sisters in Christ but find solace and hope in the promise of the
resurrection given to us through our baptism into the crucified and risen Lord Jesus
Christ.

If you would like to order a poinsettia to help decorate the chancel of the sanctuary for
the Christmas liturgies, a sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the dining
hall at the lower west entrance. You may also contact the church office to place your
order. The cost per plant is $17 and the deadline for payment and sign-up is Wednesday,
December 18th. 

Financial donations made to the congregation need to be received in the church office
no later than Monday, December 30th in order to be included in your end of the year
financial statement. Also, 2025 calendars, compliments of Hitzeman Funeral Home, are
available at both entrances to the sanctuary and on tables in the dining hall. Please take
copies for yourself, friends and neighbors.

“Will there really be a ‘Morning’”? 
by Emily Dickinson

Will there really be a “Morning”?
Is there such a thing as “Day”?

Could I see it from the mountains
If I were as tall as they?

Has it feet like Water lilies?
Has it feathers like a Bird?

Is it brought from famous countries
Of which I have never heard?

Oh some Scholar! Oh some Sailor!
Oh some Wise Man from the skies!

Please to tell a little Pilgrim
Where the place called “Morning” lies. 



Lux Cantorum Chicago will present its holiday concert entitled “Glory” at Sts. Peter
and Paul next Sunday afternoon, December 8th at 4 p.m. followed by a seasonal
reception in the dining hall. For more information and ticket purchases, please visit
luxcantorum.org. Performances will also be held on Friday, December 6th at Fourth
Presbyterian Church in Chicago and Saturday, December 14th at Pilgrim
Congregational Church in Oak Park. Sts. Peter and Paul members Brandon Michaels
and Pastor Dennis sing with Lux Cantorum.



COMMEMORATIONS...

Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552
Tuesday, December 3rd 
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India,
Southeast Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of
Jesus (Jesuits).

John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749
Wednesday, December 4th 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological
works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342
Friday, December 6th 
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey.
According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become
a symbol of anonymous gift-giving.

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397
Saturday, December 7th 
While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the
same day he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still
sing today, and helped lead St. Augustine to faith.

St. Nicholas, Bishop of
Myra.


