
- - - - - - E - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - E - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - E - - - - - -

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

January 11 , 2026 ] 10:15 a.m.th

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s
healing.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

“Prelude in D” from WTC J. S. Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP FOR EPIPHANY

Arise, shine, for your light has come!
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.

Lift up your eyes and look around:
all gather together to proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Your sun will never set again.
The Lord is our light and our salvation!

Your moon will wane no more.
The Lord is our light and our salvation!

Your days of sorrow will end.
The Lord is our light and our salvation!

Whom shall we fear?
Whom shall we fear? The Lord is the strength of our life;

whom shall we fear?



*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have 
served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit
where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from
you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

The former things have passed away,  and new things God now declares: Like
a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of
Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength
to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN           Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310

*GREETING

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the light of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and
empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9
God's servant Israel is endowed with the Spirit in order to bring justice to the
nations. The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor
will weariness ever keep it from fulfilling its task. God's old promises have been
fulfilled; the new assignment of the servant is to bring light to the nations.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and
proclaims the good news of God's inclusive forgiveness in Jesus' name to Cornelius,
a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter's preaching, Cornelius and his family
become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 172

*GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and
identified publicly as God's child.

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Charles Plummer

*HYMN OF THE DAY          When Jesus Came from Jordan ELW 305



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together
in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and
unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops,
and all who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs.
Create in us an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good
creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end
cycles of violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all
who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for
those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort
all who are grieving or ill, especially... . Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may
serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray
for travelers and those who are homebound. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Other prayers may be offered here in speech or silence.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for
those who have gone before us, especially... and we trust that we will join them
in your everlasting peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us
in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM              Wade in the Water

OFFERING OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of
your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the
table; taste and see.

DISTRIBUTION Roman Sketch Griffes

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen



*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN         Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW 445

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Le Caquet Dandrieu



SERVING IN THE LITURGY

PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. Charles Plummer
ASSISTING MINISTER Beverly Tarbox
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Kristine Boike
LECTOR Kristine Boike
GREETERS Walter and Judith Cudecki
LIVE STREAM Charles Matthies
USHER Walter Cudecki
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Fred Kuzel



Annual Meeting of the Congregation

Sunday, February 1  in the dining hall following worship.st

Chairpersons of all committees and organizations of the congregation
as well as officers of the Congregation Council are reminded
that annual reports are due in the church office no later

than next Monday, January 19 . Thank you!th

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Elaine Haase, Staci Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev.
James Kuemmerle, Fred Kuzel, Lois Mika, Mary Sasuta, Edward Sefara, and Gregg
Valek. Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Ann Boor, Rich Caliendo, Dan
Costello, Becky Dice, Tom Doran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe, John Harris, Drew
Janos, Ron Kelly, Michael Kerney, Jeff Kubik, Lisa Martin, Artem Molovkina, Eric
Nehmzow,  Peter Spilotro, Marta Vrtichova, Geoff Vana, and Tom Zajac.

Welcome back and thank you to Rev. Charles Plummer for serving as the
preaching and presiding minister in the liturgy this morning during our time of
transition. 

Homebound members wishing a visit from Interim Pastor  Ken Johnson can use the
contact information below to arrange an in-person or phone visit. Pastor Johnson
will serve as the presiding minister at our services on the second Sunday of the
month. In the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Johnson can be reached via e-
mail or mobile phone at Ken6168@sbcglobal.net of 773-947-4488, or his home at
708-442-8511.

Offering envelopes for 2026 are available for pick beginning today in the lower
hallway adjacent to the dining hall. Please pick up envelopes for friends or relatives
who are unable to do so. The 2026 calendars, compliments of Hitzeman Funeral
Home, are available at both entrances to the sanctuary and on tables in the dining
hall. Please take copies for yourself, friends and neighbors.

mailto:Ken6168@sbcglobal.net


UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
Thursday, January 15, 2026
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated
on April 4, 1968.

Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356
Saturday, January 17, 2026
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable
inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks
who devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor.

Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346
Saturday, January 17, 2026
Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a
hermit (a solitary monk) and organized others into a religious community. His
rule for monasteries influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western
churches.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
January 4 , 2026st

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2025: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $1,125.00 
Shortage:     $1,490.00

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org.




