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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.



http://www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 25® 2026 4= 10:15 a.m.

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him.
In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have
seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers
with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we
gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the
good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

(GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE Liebster Jesu J. S. Bach

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have
served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit
where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from
you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.



The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like
a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of
Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength
to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.

*(GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW 520

*(GREETING

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the light of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows
after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of
goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING [saiah 9:1-4
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by
Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed
when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will
resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from
everything that diminishes or oppresses them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook
of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders
or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the
center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION _ ELW 172
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Music: Caribbean traditional
*(GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by
Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his
first disciples.

The Gospel of Our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Charles Plummer

*HYMN OF THE DAY O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together
in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel
to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of

all who follow Christ. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift
of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all
inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of
Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for
those in authority. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who
are sick, especially... . We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters.
Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture
in us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love
us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Other prayers may be offered here in speech or silence.

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we
come at last into the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us
in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAI
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of
your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*DIALOGUE
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*PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HoLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen



*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here 1s the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table, taste and see.

DISTRIBUTION Concerto 21 Mozart

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send
us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth

and tuned your heart for praise

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
*SENDING HYMN Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult ELW 696
*DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Symphony in G Minor Mozart

SERVING IN THE LITURGY

PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. Charles Plummer
ASSISTING MINISTER Vicki Michaels
MUsIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Kristine Boike
LECTOR Fred Kuzel
GREETERS John and Shirley Kostelny
LIVE STREAM John Broussard
USHER Janet Broussard

ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Fred Kuzel



PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Elaine Haase, Staci Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev.
James Kuemmerle, Fred Kuzel, Lois Mika, Mary Sasuta, Edward Sefara, and Gregg
Valek. Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Ann Boor, Rich Caliendo, Dan
Costello, Tom Doran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe, John Harris, Drew Janos, Ron
Kelly, Michael Kerney, Jeff Kubik, Lisa Martin, Artem Molovkina, Peter Spilotro,
Marta Vrtichova, Geoff Vana, and Tom Zajac.

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in memory of mother and
grandmother +Betty Zittman+on the anniversary of her birth by remembering
children and grandchildren

Welcome back and thank you to Rev. Charles Plummer for serving as the
preaching and presiding minister in the liturgy this morning during our time of
transition.

Homebound members wishing a visit from Interim Pastor Ken Johnson can use the
contact information below to arrange an in-person or phone visit. Pastor Johnson
will serve as the presiding minister at our services on the second Sunday of the
month. In the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Johnson can be reached via e-
mail or mobile phone at Ken6168@sbcglobal.net of 773-947-4488, or his home at
708-442-8511.

Hard-copies of the Annual Report for the congregational meeting next Sunday are
available today at the sanctuary entrances and in the lower hallway. Please take some
time to read these before the meeting.

Offering envelopes for 2026 are available for pick beginning today in the lower
hallway adjacent to the dining hall. Please pick up envelopes for friends or relatives
who are unable to do so. The 2026 calendars, compliments of Hitzeman Funeral
Home, are available at both entrances to the sanctuary and on tables in the dining
hall. Please take copies for yourself, friends and neighbors.
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