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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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  Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church
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Riverside, Illinois 60546
Telephone: (708) 442-5250
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Rev. Ken Johnson
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

June 28 , 2026 ] 10:15 a.m.th

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free
from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple
who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be
a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE Nocturne Copland

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Z one God,
whose compassion endures forever.   Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.



Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, Z Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN              As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of
justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your
word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding
nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the
word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not
be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced
the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives.
Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live
obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW 174

*GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution
and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers
and support their ministry.

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Ken Johnson

*HYMN OF THE DA  Y           The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729



*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together
in trust and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs
of the world.

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace.
Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and
pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.

Loving God, bring an end to places experiencing conflict and division. Sustain
the work of prophets in our time, and work through world leaders to foster
understanding, justice, and peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. We pray for those who are sick and recovering, especially... . Bless
caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous service. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors,
renew established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our
neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the
wider church and world, especially... . We give thanks for saints of all times
and places like Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons whom the church remembers today.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding
with us now and forever. 
Amen.

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION June Barcarolle Chaikovsky

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever.
Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
Z one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

*SENDING  HYMN         O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818

*DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Scherzo Schubert

SERVING IN THE LITURGY

PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. Ken Johnson
ASSISTING MINISTER Tom Myers
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Carrie Watkiss
LECTOR Beverly Tarbox
GREETER Karyn Bute
LIVE STREAM Fred Kuzel
USHER George Valek
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Kristine Boike



WANTED:

Walkers for the Riverside 4  of July Paradeth

to represent Sts. Peter and Paul. 
Parade route is approximately 1 mile.

Please meet in the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome!

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Elaine Haase, Staci Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev.
James Kuemmerle, Lois Mika, and Gregg Valek. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Mary Ann Babiar, Ann Boor, Rich Caliendo, Dan Costello, Tom
Doran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe,  Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Michael Kerney,
Brian Wickenheiser,  Lisa Martin, Marcia Matthies, Artem Molovkina, Peter
Spilotro, Marta Vrtichova, and Tom Zajac. 

Our prayers and condolences are extended to the family and loved ones of +Ann
Vana+ who passed from this life on Tuesday, June 23 . A celebration of Ann’s liferd

will be held at a later date.  We share the grief of Ann’s loved ones but find solace
and hope in the promise of the resurrection given to us through our baptism into
Christ our Lord. 

Welcome back and thank you to our Interim Pastor Rev. Ken Johnson for serving
as the preaching and presiding minister in the liturgy this morning during our time
of transition. Homebound members wishing a visit from Pastor Johnson can use the
contact information below to arrange an in-person or phone visit. Pastor Johnson
will serve as the presiding minister at our services on the second Sunday of the
month. In the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Johnson can be reached via e-
mail at Ken6168@sbcglobal.net  or his mobile phone 773-947-4488. 

mailto:Ken6168@sbcglobal.net


Our First of the Season...

welcoming our neighbors from Ascension Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 12th

10:15 a.m.

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets. Pets are welcome.

An Ice Cream Social will follow the service.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
June 21 , 2026st

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2026: $1,827.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $   860.00
Shortage:     $   967.00

Benevolence is our commitment to SZS and ELCA missionary support.
The budget’s current need will be adjusted when a

new pastor accepts our call.

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org.



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

 
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202
Sunday, June 28, 2026
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down
by the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was
one of the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked together.

Peter and Paul, Apostles
Monday, June 29, 2026
These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation
after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious
confession of faith and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution
of Christians, then was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators
Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek
hymns into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself
to translating German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many
of their translations.

Thomas, Apostle
Friday, July 3, 2026
Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also
demonstrated a willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally
claimed the risen Christ as "my Lord and my God!" By tradition, he later worked
as a missionary in India. Long commemorated on December 21, Thomas's
celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical calendars.




