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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

October 18 , 2026 ] 10:15 a.m.th

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor
what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship
reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly
authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of
God and for the sake of the world.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

“Prelude in A Flat” from WTC J. S. Bach

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Z one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Here this good news:
We have peace with God through Z Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN                 You Servants of God        ELW 825

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let
us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by
you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 45:1-7
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has
anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world
will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of
darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement
and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their
commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian
communities.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW 174



*GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with
questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like
Caesar.

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. David Olson

*HYMN OF THE DA Y            Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good ELW 871

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and
the world.

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your
spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within
them and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority
around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant
them safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering,
especially... . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church.
Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you, especially... .
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

DISTRIBUTION Slane arr. Ray Pool

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ
Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The god of grace Z bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING  HYMN       We Give Thee but Thine Own ELW 686

*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Kaiser Waltz  J Strauss

SERVING IN THE LITURGY

PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. David Olson
ASSISTING MINISTER John Broussard
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
HARPIST Beverly Tar box
SERVICE LEADER Beverly Tarbox
LECTOR Tom Myers
GREETER Ann Kmet
LIVE STREAM Fred Kuzel
USHER George Valek
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Kristine Boike



IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Larry Crachy, Elaine Haase, Staci Harden, Luddy
Kovalsky, Karen Kubik, Robert Kubik,  Rev. James Kuemmerle, Lois Mika, and
Gregg Valek. Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Mary Ann Babiar, Betty
Bartel, Ann Boor, Rich Caliendo, Dan Costello, Tom Doran, Barbara Dykes,
Melissa Foe,  Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Michael Kerney,  Lisa Martin, John Mocek
III, Artem Molovkina, Peter Spilotro, Marta Vrtichova, Brian Wickenheiser, and
Tom Zajac. 

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in loving memory of beloved father
and grandfather +William Stastny+ on the anniversary of his death by
remembering daughter Audrey Bucz, grandson Brian Bucz, and granddaughter
Adrienne Gana

Welcome back and thank you to Rev. David Olson for serving as the preaching and
presiding minister in the liturgy this morning during our time of transition. 

Homebound members wishing a visit from Interim Pastor Ken Johnson can use
the contact information below to arrange an in-person or phone visit. Pastor Johnson
will serve as the presiding minister at our services on the second Sunday of the
month. In the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Johnson can be reached via e-
mail at Ken6168@sbcglobal.net  or his mobile phone 773-947-4488. 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Luke, Evangelist
Sunday, October 18, 2026
Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of
Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us some of the most
beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon.

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62
Friday, October 23, 2026
One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New
Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain
whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem.

mailto:Ken6168@sbcglobal.net

